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All Saints Sunday, November 2 s” 1

The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a
single day goes back at least to the third century. All Saints Day 1 AR
celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who make up the
body of Christ. Our congregation will remember the faithful who have

died during the past year.
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Christmas Decorating Party

Saturday November 29. Join us in preparing the
church by decorating the sanctuary and putting up
the various Christmas trees. We have the big
Chrismon tree and greens in the sanctuary, a tree
for the Sunday School hallway, and other trees
throughout the church building that need to be
decorated. We need all hands — adults and kids of
all ages. We will meet at church at 9:00 am on
Saturday, November 29™. It is a fun time with the
fellowship of working together. There will be
donuts for the coffee break! A sign-up sheet is
posted on Bulletin Board #2. If you have
questions, call the church office.

Order Poinsettias for Christmas

The deadline to order is November 30™

We are again ordering poinsettias from Merlin’s
in Oregon. These beautiful 8 plants are a deep
red color wrapped in foil with a bow. The cost
is $17.50 per plant, and orders need to be placed
by Sunday, November 30™. The order form will
be available in the narthex each Sunday, and in
the emailed announcements sent out each week.
Please make your checks payable to “All Saints
Altar Guild” and place it in the offering plate or
leave it in the office. You may claim your
poinsettia after the Christmas Eve Worship
service.

Blue Christmas Worship Service

Join us in worship at 4:30 pm on Saturday, December 20 for a
worship service that acknowledges grief and loss. This is a quiet
and reflective service that brings us closer to God and helps us as
we navigate our personal losses during the Holiday season. A
cookie and coffee reception will be held following the service.
Servers are needed for this service. There will be a sign-up sheet
on Bulletin Board #2 closer to the worship date.

Sunday Worship - In-Person 9:00 a.m.
Recorded Service available on our
Facebook Page and
Webpage at 10:30 am.

Responding to the Gospel
to carry out God’s mission

t. AP Evangelical Lutheran
Q Vpo Church in America

God's work. Our hands.
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Dear Friends in Christ,

Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains;
your judgments are like the great deep;
you save humans and animals alike, O LORD.
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light we see light.
Psalm 36:5-9

I love the imagery the Psalm writer uses to describe God’s steadfast love for us
and creation. I especially love the line, “All people may take refuge in the shadow
of your wings.” It led me to think about how Mother birds protect their young
under their wings using combinations of:

e Warmth: Mother birds provide critical warmth to their chicks, which is
essential for their survival and development.

o Protection: The wings act as a shield from predators, severe weather, and other
external threats.

e Bonding: Covering the chicks with her wings allows for crucial bonding
between the parent and offspring which is vital for the chick’s growth and
development.

o Safety: The darkness under her wings signals to the chicks that they should
remain still and quiet, giving them the best chance of avoiding harm.

e Comfort: The act of covering the chicks provides an important sense of safety
and security.

These are all things we want to have and experience in our lives. And as much as
a Mother Bird takes care of her young, so as our Father will take care of us. And
in response to God’s steadfast love we give thanks. We share our gratitude for all
the blessings big and small that have been given to us: our daily needs of food,
clothing, shelter, and also our family, friends, and all who give time to help and
support us.

As we live into our gratitude for what God has given, we then share our gratitude
and blessings with our neighbors. Maybe we share our money by giving to
agencies that help feed people, maybe we share our possessions like our gently
used coats to help our neighbors who can’t afford them, and maybe we share our
time with visiting our lonely neighbors in nursing homes. Whatever way you
choose to live out your faith and gratitude, know that you are spreading God’s love
to others in a world that needs to feel protected, comforted, and safe.

Starting in November, you will be able to voice what you are thankful for by
adding them to our Thankful Tree that will be in our new prayer room that the
confirmation students have been working on to provide for the congregation. Take
some time to reflect on how God has taken care of you and your loved ones
throughout your lives and make sure you share it on our tree this -
month! (you won’t have to include your name). SV

Blessings to you this month!

Vicar Michelle
All Saints Lutheran Church - Byron, IL 61010
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Check the calendar for changés i‘o tﬁé
Bible Study schedule.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study, 7:00 pm in Conference Room #310, led
by Steve Reid. This study will concentrate on the Apostle Peter and the
Last Supper.

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30 pm in Conference Room #310.
Led by Vicar Michelle Wandersee. Each week we will study the Gospel
for the following Sunday utilizing the Daily Discipleship format.

There will be no Bible Studies the week of Thanksgiving.

A*S

People Helping People
Thanksgiving Donations

Over the past few years All Saints has helped
People Helping People make sure all the
families receiving PHP’s assistance are able to
enjoy a turkey dinner at Thanksgiving. Monetary donations can be
made during the Sunday collections through

November 23™. Note on your envelope the amount donated to help
PHP.

A $15.00 donation can buy a turkey breast, and a $20.00 donation
will help to purchase a whole turkey for the family to enjoy for their
Thanksgiving dinner. Other items All Saints could help PHP with
are non-perishable Thanksgiving dinner items such as stuffing,
canned fruit, canned sweet potatoes, canned cranberry sauce, cans
of vegetables, potatoes, canned or bottled gravy,
and other related items. These donated items can
be placed in the shopping cart in the front
entrance of the church by November 9™.

Thank you for your generous contribution
to this vital ministry!
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November
Sunday
Scriptures

November 2

All Saints Sunday
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

November 9

Job 19:23-27a
Psalm 17:1-9

Luke 20:27-38
November 16

Malachi 4:1-2a

Psalm 98

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

November 23

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

November 30

Isaiah 2:1-5

Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

for your reference

Paze3

22"? Sunday after Pentecost

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

23"! Sunday after Pentecost

Christ the King Sunday

First Sunday of Advent

Please Clip & Save
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CHURCH WORK L

Fall Clean-Up Day!

Mark Saturday, November 8" on your calendar.
We will gather at the church beginning at 9:00 am
to clean up leaves and get the outside of the
church ready for the long winter. There is plenty
to do inside the church as well. A sign-up sheet is
posted on Bulletin Board #2, so we know how
many to expect that day.

Worship Online In- Sunday Total
Date Viewers Person School
September | 70 9 250
28
October 5 212 65 8 285
12 328 66 10 404
19 154 79 12 245
Total 865 280 39 1184
Average 216 70 10 296

All Saints Lutheran
Church - Byron, IL 61010

The GATHERING

The GATHERING will meet on Tuesday,
November 11" at 9:00 am. All are welcome
to attend! Bring your latest handicraft to work
on, or just come for the fun, food, and
fellowship!

Potato and Pie Sale

Be sure to pick up your tickets for WELCA’s
Potato and Pie Sale to be held December 7.
Tickets are $8.00 and will be sold before and after
worship services during the month of November.

Quilters

The quilters will meet from 9:00 to 11:00 am
on November 6™ and 20™ 104 quilts were
delivered to Rockford on October 4™ for
shipment to the Lutheran World Relief
distribution point. Now we start over and
appreciate any donations of queen sized sheets
(not microfiber), fabric, thread, and yarn.
Thank you to all who have so generously
donated these items in the past.

(). LUTHERAN
(') WORLD RELIEF
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Byron School District Food Pantry

The Byron School District Food Pantry currently

sends groceries home to needy families in the

district each week. They also provide snacks for
students at Mary Morgan Elementary. At the high
school, they provide breakfast to anyone needing

it. Below is a list of all items needed.

Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Tuna
Canned Chicken
Jelly/Jam

Peanut Butter
Mac & Cheese
Pasta/Pasta Sauce
Crackers

Rice

Lipton Sides
Canned Soup
Ramen

Canned Ravioli
Spaghetti-o’s

Granola Bars
Cereal Bars

Fruit Cups
Applesauce
Hamburger Helper
Tuna Helper

Taco Kits
Condiments
Instant Potatoes
Boxed Potato Sides
Healthy Snacks
Sandwich Crackers
Feminine Products
Personal Hygiene*

*Personal Hygiene items include shampoo, lotion,

toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, soap,
deodorant, shaving cream, disposable razors.

Please place your donations in the basket by the
main entrance. Thank you for your generosity!

Third Quarter Giving Statements

The third quarter giving statements have been
emailed out to everyone who has an email address
on file. If you did not receive yours, please contact
Amy Harn to resend it. If you do not have an
email address, the statements have been printed
and are located on the table in the narthex.

GIVING
STATEMENTS

NOW
AVAILABLE

Book Club

Join us on Monday, November 17 at 1:00 pm as
we discuss this month’s book selection: The
Christmas Train by David Baldacci.

Disillusioned journalist Tom Langdon must
get from Washington D.C. to L.A. in time for
Christmas. Forced to travel by train, he
begins a journey of rude awakenings, thrilling
adventures, and holiday magic, he has no idea
that the locomotives pulling him across
America will actually take him into the rugged
terrain of his own heart, as he rediscovers
people’s essential goodness and someone very
special he believed he had lost.

David Baldacci’s The Christmas Train is
filled with memorable characters who have
packed their bags with as much wisdom as
mischief... and shows how we do get second
chances to fulfill our deepest hopes and
dreams, especially during this season of
miracles.

Davip

Please note this will be BaLpacct
our last gathering until

January. Have a *—Aaw

wonderful Christmas! I

CHRISTMAS
[RAIN

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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WELCA Silent Auction

The Good Gifts Silent Auction will be held
during Advent season beginning on November
30" Ttems donated will be on display for bidding
for three weeks. The auction will end at 6:30 pm
at the soup supper on Wednesday, December
17th. Please consider donating craft items, home
decorating items, gift baskets, or anything else
that would draw a bid to benefit this worthwhile
event. Please have your donations in to the
church by Saturday, November 29. We made
over $2000 last year. Let’s have another great
year.

Trinity’s Closet — Sharing the
Warmth

Trinity Lutheran Church in Rockford has a
wonderful ministry where people can come to
their church on the 3™ Saturday of each month
and choose a coat and other winter apparel to
keep them warm this winter. To aid this ministry,
we have placed a box in the hallway where you
can deposit unused or unneeded coats, hats,
gloves, mittens, scarves, and boots to be taken to
Trinity for their ministry. Also greatly needed are
blankets (bed quilts and afghans included) and
sleeping bags since so many of the people served
by this ministry are homeless. We will accept
donations until the end of December, and we

will make sure the coats and other apparel are
delivered to Trinity for distribution. Thank you
for your generosity!
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October Council Highlights

0 Welcomed Dylan Sproule as our Youth and
Family Representative.

0 Giving is falling short of budgeted needs.

0 Gutter repair was completed and leaf guards
installed.

¢ Siding replacement estimates for the church
received and will be included in the 2026
budget.

0 Faulty furnace has been replaced.

¢ Sunday School participation is down from last
year.

0 Stewardship mailings will be done on
November 14.

0 Blood drive is being planned for either January
or February 2026.

0 Advent soup suppers will commence on
December 3.

0 Advent Mid-week worship will commence on
December 3 utilizing the Holden Evening
Prayer.

Altar Flower Reservations

The Altar Flower Reservation Book has been
updated for 2026. Sign up early to make sure the
dates you wish to commemorate with flowers are
available. Please note the cost of flowers is $22.00
per bouquet.
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Actual Budget Budget
Item Description September |September [Actual YTD|Budget YTD| Total 2025
General Fund $13,400 $16,389| $153,530 | $147,501 $196,668
Mortgage $1,098 $1,246| $14,737 $11,218 $14,952
Other Giving $2 $416 $5,608 $3,752 $4,992
Total Revenue $14,499 $18,051 | $173,875 | 5162,471 $216,612
Mission Support ($10,000 goal, $14,000 budget) $1,200 $1,167 | $11,164 | $10,502 $14,000
Other Qutreach $933 $585 $9,804 $5,294 $7,024
Total Outreach $2,133 $1,752 | 520,968 $15,796 $21,024
Ministries ofthe Congregation (Non Salary) $1,811 $1,271 $10,659 $11,541 $15,252
Ministries ofthe Congregation (Salary and Benefits) $6,671 $8,485 | $59,509 $76,397 $101,820
Total Ministries $8,482 $9,756 | 570,168 $87,938 $117,072
Total Building (Non Capital) $3,818 $3,446 | $37,308 $31,055 $41,352
Total Expense $14,432 $14,954 | $128,444 | $5134,789 $179,448
Mortgage Principal and Interest $1,246 $1,246 | $15,062 $11,218 $14,952
Other Building Capital $2,432 $625 $3,008 $5,625 $7,500
Total Building Capital $3,679 $1,871 | 518,070 $16,843 $22,452
Total Expenses (Capital Plus Expense) $18,111 $16,825 | $146,514 | $151,632 $201,900
Net for Month/Year (Revenue Minus Expense) ($3,612) $27,361
(Under)/Over Budget for Month/Year $1,286 ($5,118)
A Visit from India

On September 27, We were honored to
host a dinner and reception for Bishop

Peter Paul Thomas of the Arcot Lutheran

Church in India. He was accompanied
by Pastor D. Thangadurai, Treasurer of
the Arcot Lutheran Church, and Pastor
Theophilus Vinodkumar, the Bishop’s
Chaplain from India, and our bishop,
Bishop Stacie Fidlar. After dinner, we
moved to the sanctuary where Bishop Peter Paul Thomas and Bishop Fidlar
shared our mutual plans, hopes and dreams for the future of our ministries.
All Saints is a Companion Congregation to the Siloam Pastorate of the

Arcot Lutheran Church.
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(815) 234-5277 »

www.AllSaintsByron.org

email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org

In Our Prayers

Health & Healing
Kathy Burrows
Phyllis Coffiman
Heather Green
Cindy Pederson
Sandi Reid

Steve Reid

Bruce Roller
Dick Sabin
Bobbie Chisem
Rick Lundholtz
Jim Bowers
Geoff Zoellick
Lori Ludens
Randy Roberts
Sybil & Alton
Jayne Fitzsimmons
Rose Millard
Holly Stuckenberg
Paula Davis
Grace Swedberg
Suzie Geske
David Taylor
Mike Shepard
Terri Kimbell
Frank McCabe
Terry Van Laningham
Michael Brown
Pastor Bill Nelson
Laurie Molosz
Dorothy Jackson
Kit Reif

Tammy Burke
Sandy Dasenbrook
Pat Gibler

Faith Pauling
Britiany Paris
Dolly Luft

Fred Pinsky

Bud Rollins

Bob Shook

Karen Brown
Debra Olsen
Lynn Lauer

Liz Lauer-Jones
Lori Koss

Tanya

John Logan

Dee Rowland
Megan & Baby Sadie
Jayme Wilcox
Joann Lingel
Tom Johnson
Shut ins

Lori Pederson
Military

Kyle Reif

Matt Vizer

Kaden Harper
Christiano Sasso
Logan Usrey
Keegan Loomis

In Sympathy
Ron Heal
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“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

Upcoming
Church
Events Saturday,

November 2

All Saints Sunday NOVemb er 2 9

November 8

Fall Cleanup Day 9 ° 00
November 29 o am
Decorate the Church for Advent
November 30
WELCA Silent Auction begins
December 3,10, 17
Midweek Advent Worship and Soup Suppers
December 7
Time and Talent and Statements of Intent due
December 17
WELCA Silent Auction ends
December 20
Blue Christmas Service
December 24
Christmas Eve Service

Office Hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Closed on Friday



