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Sunday Worship -  In-Person 9:00 a.m.  
Recorded Service available on our  

Facebook Page and  
Webpage at 10:30 am.   

 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 

Congratulations to all of our graduates! These are the 
names submitted to our church newsletter. If you 
would like your child’s accomplishment highlighted in 
the August newsletter, please send their information to 
the church office at allsaints624@hotmail.com. 
 

Rachel Carson graduated from the RAISE Program at 
Rock Valley College.  
 

Rory Brown graduated from Byron High School.  
She will be attending the University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis to study Aerospace Engineering.    
 

Maddex Draheim graduated from Byron High School. 
 

Noah Johnson graduated from Byron High School.  
He will be attending Rock Valley college to complete 
his associate’s degree in accounting.  
 

Alexandra Vitale graduated from Winnebago High 
School.  She will be attending Rock Valley College in 

the fall to pursue studies in art education, and she will 
be playing on the RVC Girls’ soccer team. 
 

Tierra Danielowski graduated from Eisenhower  
Middle School and will be attending high school in 
Rockford. 
 

Brinley Mullens graduated from Byron Middle 
School and will be attending high school in Byron. 
 

Brittan Mullens graduated from Byron Middle School 
and will be attending high school in Byron. 
 

Dylan Sproule graduated from Byron Middle School 
and will be attending high school in Byron. 

Lava Lava Luau VBS  
 

We are ready for fun and learning at Vacation Bible School June 16 - 20 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am!  Kids 
from 3 years to going into 5th grade are welcome to attend and those who are older are welcome to join in 
as volunteers.  There is no charge to participate. 
  

Throughout the five days at the Lava Lava Luau, participants will see what God’s Word says about anger, 
sadness, jealousy, and frustration. In addition, kids will learn how they can respond to others who may be 
feeling these emotions as well. With God’s help, we can learn to take control of our emotions before a 
storm hits! 
  

As a service project we have reached out to Lutheran Social Services of Illinois and offered to provide a 
few "comfort bags" for kids who are in their programs.  During Lava Lava Luau, we will be decorating " 

comfort bags " as one of our crafts.  See page 5 for more information. 
 

We are blessed to receive a Thrivent Action Grant to offset the cost of  
Vacation Bible School. 
 
To register for Lava Lava Luau, call the church, email  
or talk with Vicar Michelle or Michel Williams. 
 

“God gave us his Spirit. And the Spirit doesn’t make us weak and fearful. 
Instead, the Spirit gives us power and love. He helps us control ourselves.”     

 - 2 Timothy 1:7 



Deadline for the August  

Saintly News is July 18  

Please send articles to  

Rebecca Presson  
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O come, let us worship and bow down,  
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

  For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,  
and the sheep of his hand. 

 O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Psalm 95:6-7 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

We continue the “Growing Disciples” series with a few questions about worship: 
• What is your earliest memory about attending worship? (Can you remember 

what you saw, heard, touched, or smelled?) 
• Who was with you?   

 

My earliest memory comes from my elementary school days.  We attended chapel 
every Wednesday in the school basement.  I remember having to sit in the front 
row in those old steel fold-up chairs upon a hard cement floor.    I remember the 
piano playing hymns and us kids singing along.  I remember trying to whisper to 
friends seated around me while one of the teachers read out of the bible.  I also 
remember not really knowing what was going on.   
 

It is a peculiar memory, but one that has stuck with me throughout the years.  As I 
grew older, I got to move back in rows, till finally in 8th grade I got to sit in the 
way back.  Now that was exciting!   
 

When I was a kid, worship was all about where we could sit, understanding that 
you would get in trouble if you talked to your friends during the service, and that 
some of the hymns were actually fun to sing!  And today, when I sing those old 
hymns, it brings me right back to chapel time in the school basement!   
 

Here’s another question:  Why do we worship?  I found a list of 10 reasons (not in 
any order) we worship from the book “Worship Matters” from Augsburg Fortress. 
 

1. Because God created us to love and serve and worship God.  Worship is the 
primary way that we both receive and return the deep love of God for the 
world. 

2. Because worship is one of the places in which we reliably encounter God.   
3. Because worship is where the church comes into being.  We worship together 

because in doing so we become a visible sign of God’s activity in the world. 
4. Because God calls and leads us there.  Coming to worship is a sign that God is 

acting in your life.  
5. Because we are forgetful people.  Sometimes we forget we sin at all; some-

times we forget that God can and does forgive our sins. 
6. Because God speaks to us.  Through God’s word, maybe the preacher, a song, 

when we hear “God’s peace be with you.”   
*****Continued on Page 4 

 

Congratulations to our  
Confirmands! 

 

On May 18, 2025, Tiarra Danielowski, 
Dylan Sproule, Brittan Mullens, and 
Brinley Mullens, affirmed their baptism 
and were confirmed at the 9:00 am 
worship service.  They are shown here 
with their teachers, Dan Danielowski and 
Vicar Michelle Wandersee.   
 
  
 
 

Staff 
 

VICAR 
   Michelle Wandersee  
 
    
TREASURER/BOOKKEEPER 
  Laura Hopkins 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
   Amy Harn 
  

 

OFFICE SECRETARY 
  Kris Jones 
   

 

Council Members 
 

PRESIDENT & FINANCE 

  Steve Jones 

 

 
 

VICE –PRESIDENT & STEWARDSHIP 

  Kay Johnson 

   
 

SECRETARY 

  Caryn Huber 

   

 
 

EDUCATION 

   Heather Brown 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

  Annette Jones 

   
 

PROPERTY 

   Bob Branson 

 

OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 

   Jan Sloan 

 
 

WORSHIP 

   Jean Whipple 

 
 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY  

   VACANT 
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June 
Sunday  

Scriptures 
 

June 1 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 16:16-34 
Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 
20-21 
John 17:20-26 
 
June 8  
Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17  
 
June 15  
Holy Trinity 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 
 
 
June 22 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 65:1-9 
Psalm 22:19-28 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 
 
June 29 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
Psalm 16 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Clip & Save  
for your reference 

Check the calendar 
for changes to the  

Bible Study schedule. 
 

Monday Afternoon Bible Study, 
led by Vicar Michelle Wandersee, 
is on hiatus until August.   
 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study, 
7:00 pm in Conference Room 
#310, led by Steve Reid.  This 
study will resume in June with the 
study of David.  Please watch the 
weekly announcements for more 
information regarding start date.  
 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible 
Study, 1:30 pm in Conference 
Room #310. Led by Vicar 
Michelle Wandersee. This study is 
on hiatus until September.   
 

Adult Sunday School 10:00 am in 
the small Conference Room. Led 
by Steve Jones. This Sunday 
School class is on hiatus for the 
Summer and will resume on  
September 14th. 
 
A huge thank 
you to  
everyone 
who  
contributed 
towards the 
Spring Flowers that now adorn the 
gardens around All Saints.  Thank 
you to Jan Sloan for using her  
gardening talent and expertise to 
make our church so beautiful! 

 

 
 

July 
Sunday  

Scriptures 
 

July 6 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 66:10-14 
Psalm 66:1-9 
Galatians 6:7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 
July 13 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
Psalm 25:1-10 
Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 
 
July 20 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 18:1-10a 
Psalm 15 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 
 
July 27 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 18:20-32 
Psalm 138 
Colossians 2:6-15 
Luke 11:1-13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please Clip & Save  
for your reference 
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***Pastor’s letter continued from page 2 
 
7. Because God feeds us at Jesus’ table with the very 

body and blood of Christ.  In holy communion, all 
are welcome to come, eat and drink, and be        
nourished in a meal that we share with the saints of 
every time and place.  

8. Because the weekly pattern helps us come to know, 
over time, who God is and who we are.   

9. Because community helps.  Christians worship     
together in an assembly.  The assembly often        
includes people we would not normally choose to 
spend time with, people we don’t know, and     
sometimes even people we dislike– but that’s the 
point.  God calls us in Christ to love our neighbors 
as ourselves, even when it’s difficult.  
  

10. Because when we open ourselves to experience 
God’s presence in worship, we also open ourselves 
to experience God’s presence in our day-to-day lives.   

 
I think by breaking down the reasons 
why to worship, it helps us to               
understand how important it is to  
participate in it as a community.  A 
community that needs God and needs 
each other.  I love when we come  
together to worship God, and to catch up with one  
another.  Fellowship is an important part of worship as 
well.  It is a time when we can share our lives, prayer 
concerns, and a great cup of coffee (or tea) with a fellow 
disciple of Christ.  I pray that you take time to reflect on 
your worship experiences in the past, and be able to  
embrace all the ways worship can positively affect our 
lives as Jesus’ disciples.   

 

Blessings to you!   
Vicar Michelle  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Pastoral Acts 
Funeral for Elaine Guyer on May 2 
Funeral for Tom Curtis on May 10 
 

Attendance 

Worship 
Date 

Online 
Viewers 

In- 
Person 

Sunday 
School 

Total 

April 27 176 62 6 244 

May 4 141 59 15 215 

11 102 68 7 177 

18 137 83 6 226 

Total 556 272 34 872 

Average 139 68 9  

Book Club 
 
Please join us on Tuesday, June 24 
at 1:00 pm in the main conference 
room (310) as we discuss the book 
“The Sweetest Things” by Eliabeth Musser.  You 
don’t have to read the book to attend.  Just come and 
enjoy the lively conversation! 
 

Anne “Perri” Singleton’s world is defined by the 
security of family, the camaraderie of friends at 
an exclusive Atlanta girls’ school, and an  
enviable social life.  She isn’t looking for new 
friends when Mary Dobbs Dillard arrives from 
Chicago.  Besides, “Dobbs,” the passionate and 
fiercely individualistic daughter of an itinerant 
minister, is her opposite in every way. 
 
But just as the Great Depression collides  
disastrously with Perri’s well-ordered life,  
friendship blossoms – a friendship that will be 
tested by jealousy, betrayal, and family secrets… 

 
In July, we will meet on Tuesday, July 22 at 1:00 in 
the main conference room (310).  We will discuss 
the book “The Lightkeeper’s Bride” by Colleen  
Coble.   
 

Katie Russell loves working as a telephone  
operator in Mercy Falls, California.  But since 
childhood she has been expected to marry well.  
Her family presses for an engagement to wealthy 
bachelor Bartholomew Foster, and though he 
doesn’t stir her heart, their engagement promises 
a secure financial future. 
 
Working the phone lines one evening, Katie  
overhears a chilling exchange between her friend 
Eliza and a familiar male voice.  Katie soon 
learns that Eliza has disappeared, and the crime 
may be linked to another investigation by  
handsome new lighthouse keeper, Will Jesperson.  
Katie and Will soon form an alliance  An alliance 
that slowly blossoms into something more.  
 
Despite the danger surrounding her, Katie is 
powerfully drawn to Will.  But she is not at liberty 
to marry for love.  And though society forbids 
their growing affection, Katie can’t help but  
notice Will‘s sense of peace.  It’s a peace that 
rests on his trust in God – a trust that Katie has 
never had to depend on, with her future so clearly 
mapped out before her.   
 
But the more Katie uncovers of the mystery, the 
more she discovers about herself, her past, and 
the brilliant future that could be hers if only she 
has the courage to trust in God and follow where 
her heart so fearlessly leads.   
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Quilters  
 
The quilters meet from  
9:00-11:00 am on the first and 
third Thursdays of each month. 
During the months with five 
Thursdays, we will meet three times, utilizing the fifth 
Thursday. This Summer we are meeting on June 5th and 
26th and July 3rd, 17th, and 31st at the church. Note:  we 
will be meeting the fourth week of June due to Vacation 
Bible School.  Thank you to everyone who has  
contributed fabric, thread, and sheets to help us create 
quilts. We continue to need queen size sheets or 4-yard 
lengths of fabric to finish the backs of the quilts. All  
donations may be left in the plastic tote in the hallway 
and are very much appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Comfort bags for LSSI service project 
  
As part of the service project for VBS, we are reaching out 
to the congregation to ask if any of you would want to  
contribute an item or 2 to go into the bags the kids are  
decorating.  LSSI gave us suggestions for items that could 
be put in the comfort bags: 
 Hygiene items such as toothbrush, toothpaste, travel 

size shampoo/conditioner, soap  
 Coloring book & crayons for younger kids – notebook/

journal and pen for older kids  
 Small stuffed animals  
 Books  
 Small blanket  
 Note/card with positive thoughts/quotes  
 Small snack such as prepackaged animal crackers, fruit 

snacks, or similar items 
 
These comfort bags will be provided to police and social 
workers to share with clients of all ages who are in need. 
  
Thank you to all who are able to help us with this service 
project!  You can bring items to church and we will have a 
basket in the front hallway for your donations.   Please 
bring your donated items by June 15 so they’re ready for 
the children when VBS begins on the 16th.   
 

All Saints Mowing Schedule 
 
The schedule for mowing the church’s lawn has 
been sent to the individuals who expressed  
interest on the time and talent forms.  As  
always, additional help could be used, even as a 
backup.  If you could help by filling in when 
any individual is not available on their  
scheduled day, or if you could help others to 
maintain the grounds on their scheduled day, 
please contact the church office to offer your 
support. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

May Council Highlights 
 Giving in April did not keep pace with the     

projected budget. 
 It was reported that 12 people attended the April 

Spring Clean-up day and 16 attended the AED 
training held by the Byron Fire Department on 
April 27. 

 A special Com Ed program will benefit All 
Saints by replacing existing lights with energy 
efficient lights in both the interior of the      
church and the parking lot, and replace both   
refrigerators with new energy efficient models. 

 Four youth will participate in affirmation of  
baptism/confirmation on May 18 

 Approved having the parking lot sealed and   
restriped.  One additional handicap space will be 
provided at the end of the sidewalk by the     
Sunday School wing. 

 Vacation Bible School (VBS) is in its final   
planning stages and will be held from June 16th 
to June 20th. 

 Discussed the possibility of holding CPR     
training at All Saints in the near future.  Byron 
Fire will conduct the training.  

 Website redesign is complete and should be 
launched by the hosting web company in the 
next few days. 
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People Helping People Monthly Needs:  
June: tuna and applesauce    July:  jelly and crackers 

 
Keith Padgett Celebration of Life  
 

The family of Keith Padgett invites to you  
honor Keith Padgett at his Celebration of Life, 
to be held at All Saints on Saturday, July 26, 

from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Keith passed away  

peacefully at home on April 1, 2025. 

 
 

Email or Address Change?  
 

Send it to the Church Office! It is important for us to keep our 
church records up to date and be able to keep open our lines of 
communication with you. If you have moved recently, please 
send your new address to the church. If you have not received  
a weekly email from All Saints, that means we do not have  
your email address on file. Please send your email address to  
the church office so you can be included in these important 
mailings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Thirty-Seventh Annual Northern Illinois 
Synod Assembly will be held on Friday, 
June 13th, and Saturday, June 14th, 2025 at 
Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois. 
The theme for this assembly, as well as the 
theme for all of 2025, is Growing Disciples. 
We will be focusing on practices that we can 
do as individuals, congregations, and  
communities to grow in faith.  Voting  
members representing All Saints will be  
Vicar Michelle Wandersee, Vi Burpo, and  
Al Schabacher.   

Acts 20:35: In all things I have shown 
you that by working hard in this way we 
must help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.”  

 
The Northern Illinois Synod World Hunger 
Subcommittee is excited to announce a  
campaign to support ELCA World Hunger! 
Join us as we come together to raise 
$100,000 to support the essential work of 
ELCA World Hunger. Every amount given 
up to $100,000 will be matched by an  
anonymous donor, that means your dollar 
will feed even more people. All gifts given 
through the Northern Illinois Synod with 
ELCA World Hunger in the memo will count 
as we gather resources to provide lifesaving 
nutrients. To help achieve this goal, please 
look for the World Hunger Envelopes on the 
oak table in the narthex or just place your 
check in the offering plate with “World  
Hunger” noted on the check. Together we 
can work to help ease hunger in the world. 
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April Financials 

 

 

All Saints Website – Updated 
 
The newly updated All Saints website is now up 
and running!   You’ll notice some differences 
from our old website – the main difference is 
there is no longer a sidebar with information.  
To see information that previously appeared in 
the sidebar, click on the “home” link and scroll 
down to find all that pertinent information.  This 
website is also formatted to work with smart 
phones and tablets.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Health & Healing   
Kathy Burrows   
Phyllis Coffman   
Jim Coffman   
Heather Green  
Cindy Pederson   
Sandi Reid   
Steve Reid   
Vicar Michelle Wandersee  
Bruce Roller   
Dick Sabin   
Bobbie Chisem   
Rick Lundholtz   
Mindy Vanatter   
Jim Bowers   
Judy Owens   
Geoff and Judy Zoellick   
Lori Ludens   
Randy Roberts   
Sybil & Alton   
Jayne Fitzsimmons   
Lisa Helms   
Rose Millard   
Debra Olsen   
Holly Stuckenberg   
Paula Davis   
Grace Swedberg   
Suzie Geske   
Mike Egan   
David Taylor   
Mike Shepard   
Terri Kimbell   
Dave Fink   
Frank McCabe   
Terry Van Laningham   
Michael Brown   
Pastor Bill Nelson  
Jim Wheeler  
Laurie Molosz  
Randy Stilson  
Tammy Burke 
Julie Kleive 
 
Shut ins   
Lori Pederson   
 
Military   
Staff Sgt Kyle Reif   
Matt Vizer   
Kaden Harper   
Tyler Peterson   
Christiano Sasso   
Logan Usrey   
Keegan Loomis 
 
In Sympathy   
Elaine Guyer 
Tom Curtis 
Don Koss 
Shirley Frahm 

In Our  
Prayers 
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“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED” 

Office Hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Closed on Friday 

 

Bible Study Field Trip! 
 
On May 14,  
The Wednesday  
afternoon  
Bible Study 
took a field trip 
to LOMC, 
where they 
walked the Prayer Labyrinth and  
enjoyed a 
beautiful 
Spring  
afternoon!  
Thanks to  
Vicar Michelle 
for setting this 
up! 

June 16-20 
Vacation Bible School 

Lava Lava Luau 
 

August 18 
All Saints Blood Drive 

 
September 7 

Sunday School Kick-Off 
Annual Church Picnic 


