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Lenten Season Schedule " l ,
Hello Everyone and Happy New Year! It is hard to believe that we are : ',/,p o
headed into Lenten Season. I am delighted to share with you the fellowship H B e

events and opportunities that are happening at All Saints. All are invited and
welcome! Invite a friend, family member(s) or someone that may enjoy some
fellowship. I hope you join us for one, many or all of the events.

Let me begin with a change that is being made. Palm Sunday Brunch

will replace Easter Breakfast. Brunch will be served at 10:00 am on Palm
Sunday, March 29, 2026. All are welcome. Brunch fare will be similar to what has in the past been served for
Easter Breakfast. Volunteers and donations will be needed. There will be signup sheets on the Bulletin Board.

We will begin the Lenten Season on Ash Wednesday on February 18 with a traditional Pancake Supper at
6:00 pm followed by 7:00 pm church service. On Wednesday nights following Ash Wednesday we will
continue with 6:00 pm Soup Supper followed by 7:00 pm church service. Soup suppers will be held on
February 25, March 4, March 11, March 18, and March 25.

There will be signup sheets on the bulletin board for Volunteers and donations for Lenten Suppers.
Mark your calendars and please join us for a great bite to eat, fellowship and worship!

- Annette Jones

Strategic and Long-Range Planning for All Saints

We are about to embark on updating our All Saints Strategic and Long-Range Plan. We are looking for
volunteers to work with the Church Council and our Committees to update our plan. Here is what the process
will entail:

We announced the project at the Annual Congregation meeting on January 25 and asked for volunteers to help
with the process. A detailed timeline of this process was distributed during the meeting. Copies are available in
the church office if you did not receive one.

VISI

Over the next several months, we will hold meetings to review the old plan,
delete irrelevant plans and brainstorm to formulate new plans. We will review
our Mission Statement to see if it is still relevant and revise it if it’s deemed
necessary. We will use data collected during the Call Process to help prioritize
the future plans for the church.

VALUES

Please prayerfully consider being a part of this important planning for the
future of All Saints!

Sunday Worship - In-Person 9:00 a.m. -
Recorded Service available on our Responding to the Gospel
Facebook Page and to carry out God’s mission

Webpage at 10:30 am.
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God's work. Our hands.
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Council Members

PRESIDENT & FINANCE
Steve Jones

VICE -PRESIDENT & STEWARDSHIP
Kay Johnson

SECRETARY
Caryn Huber

EDUCATION
Heather Brown

FELLOWSHIP
Annette Jones

PROPERTY
Bob Branson

OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY
Jan Sloan

WORSHIP
Jean Whipple

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
Dylan Sproule

Staff

VICAR
Michelle Wandersee

TREASURER/BOOKKEEPER
Laura Hopkins

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Amy Harn

OFFICE SECRETARY
Kris Jones

Deadline for the March Saintly

News is February 16
Please send articles to
Rebecca Presson

The Saintly News
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Dear Friends in Christ,

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and
merciful. (Joel 2:13)

Lent is a season of reflection, repentance, and renewal in
the life of the church. For Lutherans, Lent is not about
earning God’s favor through self-denial, but about turning again to the grace
already given in Jesus Christ.

Traditional Lenten practices—such as prayer, fasting, and almsgiving—are
valued as spiritual disciplines that help us focus on God and our neighbors.
Luther taught that these practices are good and helpful when they flow from
faith, not fear or obligation. They are ways of opening our hearts to God’s
Word and aligning our lives more closely with God’s purposes.

Many congregations emphasize daily Scripture reading, midweek worship,
and acts of service during Lent. Some people choose to give something

up; others take something on, such as volunteering, writing notes of
encouragement, or setting aside time for quiet prayer. I would like to
encourage us to take time for the spiritual practice of prayer. The
confirmation class will be offering different practices for you to use in your
daily prayer life each Sunday during Lent beginning on February 22.

I would also like to lift up our Wednesday Lenten worship services
beginning on February 18th. We kick off our Ash Wednesday service with
a pancake dinner at 6:00 pm and then worship at 7:00 pm. Then we will
come together for the next five Wednesdays for a soup supper at 6:00 pm
followed by worship at 7:00 pm. The theme for these Wednesday evening
services are:

Conversations with Jesus. Here is brief summary:

Conversations with our neighbors are part of our calling as the body of
Christ and can be used as a useful discernment tool as we explore going
deeper. We will join the conversation between Jesus and his partners

from Sunday’s gospel reading as we think about naming, claiming, and
proclaiming our why. Each week there will be a new conversation focusing
on these themes: the wilderness, the night, at the well, in community, and
grief.

I hope that these practices and conversations are fruitful and help strengthen
you on your faith journey.

- Veear Mictelle

All Saints Lutheran Church - Byron, IL 61010
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Check the calendar for changés i‘o tﬁé
Bible Study schedule.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study, 7:00 pm in Conference Room #310.
This Study is on hiatus until Spring. Please refer to future issues of
the Saintly News and the weekly announcements for information on
upcoming meetings.

yFr

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. Led by Vicar Michelle Wandersee. Each week we will study
the Gospel for the following Sunday utilizing the Daily Discipleship
format. Note: Bible Study will not meet on Ash Wednesday,
February 18.
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Thank you to Outgoing Council Members!

Thank you to Bob Branson, Heather Brown and Annette Jones for
their service to the Congregation Council. Their terms ended with
the January meeting. Bob Branson served as Property Committee
chairman, Heather Brown as Christian Education chairman, and
Annette Jones as Fellowship Committee chairman. Heather and
Annette are eligible to run for a second term, and are running for
re-election at the Annual Congregation Meeting. Bob is retiring now
that his term has concluded. New Council committee assignments
will be made at the council meeting on February 12 and will be
announced in the March 2026 “Saintly News.”

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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February
Sunday
Scriptures

February 1

4th Sunday after Epiphany
Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

February 8

Sth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9a

Psalm 112:1-9

1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20

February 15
Transfiguration of our Lord
Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm 2

2 Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 17:1-9

February 18

Ash Wednesday

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 22

First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32

Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

Please Clip & Save
for your reference
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The Saintly News

Quilters

The quilters plan to meet on February 5th and 19th
at 9:00 am at the church. Working together to help
people in need gives us a feeling of purpose as we
work to be of service to others. Thank you for all
your donations which have helped to serve those in
need. We are always in need of sheets for backing
the quilts and appreciate all of those donations.

The GATHERING

The GATHERING will meet on Tuesday, February
10 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. Join in on the fun,
fellowship, and food!

Worship inine In- Sunday Total
Date Viewers | Person School
December | 189 60 N/A 249
January 4 242 68 10 320
11 206 66 13 285
18 195 71 12 278
Total 832 265 35 1132
Average 208 66 12 283

WELCA Good gifts Auction

Thank you to everyone participating in the
WELCA Good Gifts silent auction in
December. We collected $1,289 in auction sales
and donations. The Sunday School children will
have a great time shopping in the Good Gifts
catalog and learning of the needs of those less
fortunate in the world.

Selehs
dEe |
Stewardship Thank You!

Thanks be to God for the generous outpouring
of gifts that All Saints Lutheran Church
experienced on December 7™ as we celebrated
the commitments of gifts for our ministry for the
coming year. We currently have received 45
pledges totaling $165,591.00. This is an
increase of $15,867 over last year and represents
82% of the 2026 budget.

We are blessed with a generous congregation
that is both growing in faith and in their
individual giving. Without your generous
donations of time, talents and treasures, we
would not be able to undertake the myriads of
mission and ministry efforts that make up All
Saints. Thank you for your continued
benevolence.

A special Thank You to the council members
and others who did wonderful Temple Talks
about their areas of expertise during Sunday
worship.

- Kay Johnson, Stewardship Chair

Thank
you/

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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Byron School District
Food Pantry

The Byron School District Food Pantry currently
sends groceries home to needy families in the
district each week. They also provide snacks for
students at Mary Morgan Elementary. At the high
school, they provide breakfast to anyone needing
it. Below is a list of all items needed.

Especially needed for the month of February is
Goldfish crackers, cookie sandwiches, fruit
snacks, crackers, applesauce cups, individual
packages of chips, popcorn, pretzels, crackers,
and cookies.

Canned Vegetables Granola Bars
Canned Fruit Cereal Bars
Canned Tuna Fruit Cups

Canned Chicken Applesauce
Jelly/Jam Hamburger Helper
Peanut Butter Tuna Helper

Mac & Cheese Taco Kits
Pasta/Pasta Sauce Condiments
Crackers Instant Potatoes
Rice Boxed Potato Sides
Lipton Sides Healthy Snacks
Canned Soup Sandwich Crackers
Ramen Feminine Products
Canned Ravioli Personal Hygiene*
Spaghetti-o’s

*Personal Hygiene items include shampoo, lotion,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, soap,
deodorant, shaving cream, disposable razors.
Please place your donations in the basket by the
main entrance. Thank you for your generosity!

Hewp us,
People Helping People i  Her,
February Needs =

Cereal
Crackers

G [,,'.

Book Club

Join us on Tuesday, February 24 at 11:30 am as
we discuss the book, Mildred Budge — In
Embankment by Daphne Simpkins. We meet in
Conference room #310 and all are welcome —
whether you’ve read the book or not! Just come
and enjoy the fellowship as we discuss this
entertaining book.

When the car sailed over the embankment
carrying the four members of the pulpit
committee, Mildred Budge called out, “Jesus

2

saves.

The others heard it, but they were also
experiencing their own quick flashes of insight.
Liz, a serial widow, felt unsatisfied with her

life. She wanted more. Sailing toward her
death, she still did.

Sam, who had turned the steering wheel that
had sent them over the embankment, was look-
ing forward to the crash. He wanted to feel it—

the hard slam of collision. His hands held the
wheel tightly, bracing for it.

Jake smiled. He resisted holding Mildred’s
hand, because black men still didn’t touch
white women in the where he lived. And he
took note of the wonder of the experience that
was like flying. ‘So, this is what it’s like—to
fly. To live.” And then the car touched down
hard and slammed into a tree. And when they
could speak, their conversation was different
than it had been moments before.

Life was different.
What they really
wanted was not what
they thought. But in
order to pursue it, they B8
had to get out of the 4
ravine where they had
landed. And they had
to work together to get
home.

Q)85 w0

MILDRED BUDGE
IN EMBANKMENT

Daphne Sim

F

pkins
S
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The Saintly News

Church

ouncil
Meeting

January Council Highlights

e Giving in December was slightly less than
budgeted requirements.

e We celebrated the fact the mortgage balance
dipped below $150,000 for the first time.

e Planning for All Saints Long-Range and
Strategic

e Plan process was discussed.

e Proceeds from the WELCA Silent Auction for
Good Gifts totaled $1,289.00.

e The 2026 Stewardship Campaign has
concluded with a total pledged $165,591.

e Blood Drive is scheduled for 3/16/26.

e [FEaster breakfast will be eliminated. Instead,
we will hold a Palm Sunday Brunch following
worship on March 29.

e Final budget was approved for presentation to
the congregation at the annual meeting.

e Welcome packets and quilt prayer squares are
displayed in the narthex for visitors.

e Holy week worship schedule was set.

W
~ JLENT

Altar Guild Meeting Recap

The Annual Altar Guild meeting was held on
Saturday, January 3, 2026. Officers elected are:

Kay Johnson, President

Doris Lading, Vice President and Sunshine
Chair

+ Jan Sloan, Secretary

+ Jo Marie Branson, Treasurer

* %

Barb Elfstrom, Vestments
Carol Miller, Baptism Banners

We are always looking for new Altar Guild
members!

The work 1s not difficult, and we would team

you with an experienced member to show you the
ropes. If you are interested in serving in this
ministry, please contact Kay Johnson or any other
Altar Guild member for more information.

Inclement Weather Statement

If the decision is made to cancel worship services
because of weather, the decision will be made by
7:00 am. You can learn of that decision by:

* Checking our Facebook page
* Checking our website:
www.AllSaintsByron.org
* Checking the weather — related closings on
channel 23 WIFR in Rockford.

It is our intention to have services if at all
possible. If you don’t feel safe on the roads,
please stay home and watch the service online.

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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Actual Budget Budget
Item Description December | December |Actual YTD|Budget YTD| Total 2025
General Fund $14,321]  $16,388 $189,787 | $196,667 | $196,656
Mortgage $2,273 $1,246| $19,105 $14,956 $14,952
Other Giving $0 $416 $6,498 $5,000 $4,992
Total Revenue $16,594 | $18,050 | $215,389 | $216,623 $216,600
Mission Suppert ($10,000 goal, $14,000 budget) $1,290 $1,167 | $14,854 $14,000 $14,000
Other Qutreach $0 $584 | $11,859 $7,050 $7,012
Total Outreach $1,290 | 41,751 | $26,713| $21,050 $21,012
Ministries of the Congregation (Non Salary) $1,702 $1,269 | $14,910 $15,350 $15,228
Ministries of the Congregation (Salary and Benefits) $6,298 $8,482 | $79,118 | $101,847 $101,784
Total Ministries $8,000 $9,751 | $94,029 | $117,197 $117,012
Total Building (Non Capital) $3,196 $3,445 | $52,860 | $41,302 $41,340
Total Expense $12,486 | $14,947 | $173,610 | $179,639 $179,364
Mortgage Principal and Interest $1,246 $1,246 $19,716 $14,956 $14,952
Other Building Capital $0 $625 $5,440 $7,500 $7,500
Total Building Capital $1,246 | $1,871| $25,157 | $22,456 $22 452
Total Expenses (Capital Plus Expense) $13,732 | $16,818 | $198,767 | $202,095 $201,816
Net for Month/Year (Revenue Minus Expense) $2,861 $16,622
(UnderyOver Budget for Month/Year|  ($3,086) ($3,328)

We had a nearly full house on
Christmas Eve as we celebrated the
birth of our Lord Jesus. The singing of
“Silent Night” to a candlelit sanctuary is
always beautiful. Thank you to the
Praise Team for leading our Christmas
Eve worship. Photo by Connor Harn.

Going Deeper at CRE - March 7, 2026

You are invited to the Congregational
Resourcing Event on March 7, 2026, at

Christmas Eve Worship

___ CONGREGATIONAL
RESOURCING E

Sauk Valley Community College in
Dixon, Illinois. Come gather together
with lay and rostered members from
across our synod as we share ideas

and inspiration for all the great ways

we can go deeper in faith in our
congregations and in our

communities. The morning

will include display visits, worship, and
a keynote. The afternoon will be time for
workshops and conversations. Each piece
of the day will inspire and encourage participants in faith and ministry!

Cost is $40 per person and includes lunch and coffee. Registration is now open!
Go to www//nisynod.org/programs/cre to register online.

(815) 234-5277 + www.AllSaintsByron.org ¢ email: allsaints624@hotmail.com

In Our Prayers

Health & Healing
Hilda Asher
Kathy Burrows
Phyllis Coffiman
Sue Davis

Sandi Reid

Steve Reid
Marlene Roberts
Dick Sabin
Bobbie Chisem
Jim Bowers

Geoff Zoellick
Lori Ludens
Randy Roberts
Sybil

Jayne Fitzsimmons
Paula Davis

David Taylor
Mike Shepard
Terri Kimbell
Frank McCabe
Terry Van Laningham
Pastor Bill Nelson
Laurie Molosz
Tammy Burke
Faith Pauling
Britiany Paris
Karen Brown
Lynn Lauer

Liz Lauer-Jones
Tanya

Dee Rowland
Evan Flannery
Jayme Wilcox
Amy Starr Geyssens
Loren Colloton
Joice Kilmer
Dena Jones

Dick Martin & Family
Kathy Becker
Alan & Family

Shut ins
Lori Pederson
Tom Johnson

Military

Kyle Reif

Matt Vizer
Kaden Harper
Christiano Sasso
Logan Usrey

In Sympathy
Patricia Lundquist

Holly Stukenberg
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“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

Let’s begin the Souper Bowl of Caring
with a simple prayer:

Lord, as we enjoy the
Super Bowl football
game help us to be
mindful of those
without even a bowl
of soup to eat. - Amen

B
—

On February 8, 2026, we will again hold
two large soup pots at the doors of the
sanctuary at the conclusion of worship
service for you to vote for your favorite
Super Bowl team. Money collected
supports our local food pantry, People
Helping People. Thank you for your
donations!

WHAT'S ON THE CHURCH CALENDAR

February 1
Installation of new
Council Members

February 8

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday
February 18
Ash Wednesday Worship and
Pancake Supper
February 25
Midweek Lenten Worship and
Soup Suppers begin
March 4,11, 18, 25
Midweek Lenten Worship and
Soup Suppers

Office Hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Closed on Friday.



