
Volume 48 Issues No. 12 / December 2025 

Sunday Worship -  In-Person 9:00 a.m.  
Recorded Service available on our  

Facebook Page and  
Webpage at 10:30 am.   

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20th, 4:30 PM  
While Christmas is a season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful or 
like celebrating. Grief, illness, aging, depression, loneliness,         
unemployment, and loss are magnified. Even those who are not 
struggling with losses may feel the stress of preparations and           
expectations around Christmas time.  
 
Join us at All Saints Lutheran Church for a meditative and prayerful 
service with music for all those that need this time to seek healing 
and room to share grief, sadness, loneliness, or confusion especially 
when these emotions often feel out of place during the holidays.  
There will be an opportunity afterwards to share in fellowship with 
coffee and cookies.   

Mid-week Advent Worship and Soup Suppers  

Our Advent soup suppers begin on Wednesday, December 3rd and continue on 

the next two Wednesdays, December 10th and 17th. Each week we will serve 

soups, bread, and desserts before each Advent Service. Soup suppers start at 

6:00 pm each week. Mid-Week Advent Worship begins at 7:00 pm.  We will 

be using the Holden Evening Prayer during worship.  If you would like to 

bring soup, bread, or dessert, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board #2. 

Please join us for good food and fellowship as we prepare to celebrate the birth 

of our Lord! 

No Sunday School December 21 and December 28  

Come Worship with Us on Christmas Eve 

Wednesday, December 24  
Join us for worship at 8:00 pm for a Christmas Eve service of carols 

and communion in our beautiful poinsettia adorned sanctuary. Invite 

your family and neighbors to praise God for the uplifting joy and 

good news of our Savior’s birth. The Christmas Eve worship service 

will conclude with candle lighting and singing of “Silent Night.” 



Deadline for the January 

Saintly News is December 12  

Please send articles to  

Rebecca Presson            
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
            While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks  
            at night, behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
            Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go  
            tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

                        ELW #290 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 
 One of my favorite duties for worship planning is picking out the hymns. I 

have shared this job with Caryn Huber the last year and a half.  We go through the 
hymn suggestions for each Sunday according to the scriptures and themes and then 
we pick.  You could usually hear us singing a few bars together especially when it 
was one of our favorites!  With Caryn leaving at the end of the month, I will miss 
our monthly hymn-sings!  Thank you to you Caryn for your service as keyboardist 
over the last 20+ years!    

 
To keep with the hymn theme, the above hymn is one of my Christmas 

favorites!  You cannot help but sing along while reading those words!  I like this 
hymn because of the upbeat tempo and also the imagery of standing on the very 
top of a mountain yelling to all that can hear that Jesus Christ is born!   

 
 During the season of Advent, we sing O Come, O Come Emmanuel in 

which we reflect in song the longings and hopes of the Israelites for a Messiah.  
The word Emmanuel as translated from Hebrew means “God with Us” meaning 
that the Divine presence is living with humanity through the birth of Jesus.  I can’t 
think of anything better to shout out over the hills and everywhere!  God sent Jesus 
to live among humanity, to love and care for the sick and suffering, and then to 
suffer himself on the cross to save us all from sin and death.  On that glorious third 
day we will sing Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!.   

 
What are your favorite Christmas hymns?  Which ones put you in the 

Christmas mood?  Which ones do you want to shout from the mountain tops?  
There will be a place in the fellowship hall where you can write down your favor-
ite Christmas hymns to share with one another. I’ll look forward to seeing if there 
is a overall favorite!    

 
Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas! 

  

 Vicar Michelle  

 
 
                         

  

Staff 
 

VICAR 
   Michelle Wandersee  
    

 
    
    
TREASURER/BOOKKEEPER 
  Laura Hopkins 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
   Amy Harn 
     
 

OFFICE SECRETARY 
   Kris Jones   
 
 

Council Members 
 

PRESIDENT & FINANCE 

  Steve Jones 

 
 

VICE –PRESIDENT & STEWARDSHIP 

  Kay Johnson 
   
 

   

SECRETARY 

  Caryn Huber 
    
 

EDUCATION 

   Heather Brown 
    
 

FELLOWSHIP 

  Annette Jones 
    

PROPERTY 

   Bob Branson 
 
 

OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 

   Jan Sloan 
     
 

WORSHIP 

   Jean Whipple 
     
 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY  

    Dylan Sproule 
        

 



Check the calendar for changes to the  
Bible Study schedule. 

 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study, 7:00 pm in Conference Room #310, led 

by Steve Reid. This study will concentrate on The Judges of Sampson.  

This study will be on hiatus following the December 9 study (weather 

permitting) and will reconvene in the Spring. Watch for updates in the 

weekly announcements and upcoming issues of The Saintly News.   

 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30 pm in Conference Room #310. 

Led by Vicar Michelle Wandersee. Each week we will study the Gospel 

for the following Sunday utilizing the Daily Discipleship format.  Note: 

This study will be on hiatus during the month of December.   

 
 
 

 

Reception for Caryn Huber  

Please join us on Sunday, December 21st to thank 

Caryn Huber for over 20 years of providing music for 

our Sunday, Advent, and Lent services, funerals, and 

weddings.  Caryn has also served as secretary of the 

Church Council.  She will be moving to Indiana after 

the first of the year.  There will be a reception to   

honor her during coffee time immediately following 

the 9:00 am service. 

 

  

Save the Date!  
The Annual All Saints Congregation Meeting will be 

held on Sunday, January 25, 2026 following worship. 

We will vote on the 2026 budget, elect new council 

members, and approve changes to the All Saints       

Constitution. 
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December 

Sunday  
Scriptures 

 
December 7 – Second Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 14 – Third Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

December 21 – Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 24 – Nativity of Our 

Lord I:  Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14  

 

December 28 – First Sunday of 

Christmas 

Isaiah 63:7-9 

Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 

Matthew 2:13-23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Clip & Save  
for your reference 

All Saints Lutheran Church • Byron, IL  61010 
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November Council Highlights 
• Giving is keeping pace with monthly expenditures. 

• We are in need of congregation members to fill       

vacancies on the Council. 

• Sunday school Christmas program will be held on   

December 14. 

• Next blood drive will be held March 16, 2026. 

• Praise team will lead worship on Christmas Eve. 

• Time and Talent Sheets and Statement of Intent forms 

to be mailed November 13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the decision is made to cancel worship services because 
of weather, the decision will be made by 7:00 am. You 
can learn of that decision by: 
 * Checking our Facebook page  
 * Checking our website www.AllSaintsByron.org  
 * Checking the weather – related closings on local TV            
    stations  
It is our intention to have services if at all possible. If you 
don’t feel safe on the roads, please stay home and watch 
the service online. 

Worship 
Date 

Online 
Viewers 

In- 
Person 

Sunday 
School 

Total 

October 26 204 62 8 274 

November 2 212 88 17 317 

November 9 335 79 12 426 

November 16 226 63 13 302 

Total 977 292 50 1319 

Average 244 73 13 330 

The GATHERING 
 
The GATHERING will meet on Tuesday,  
December 9th  at 9:00 am.  All are welcome to 
attend!  Bring your latest handicraft to work 
on, or just come for the fun, food, and          
fellowship! 

 

Potato and Pie Sale 
If you purchased a ticket for the Potato and Pie 
Sale, don’t forget to pick up your order on         
December 7th!  If you are able to help prepare the 
potatoes for pick-up, contact Marlene Roberts.   

 
Quilters 
The Quilters plan to meet December 4th and 18th 
at 9:00 am at the church. It is encouraging for our 
group to have received many generous donations. 
Working together to help people in need gives us a 
feeling of purpose as we work to be of service to 
others. Thank you for all your donations which 
have helped to serve those in need. 
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Byron School  District Food Pantry  
The Byron School      

District Food Pantry   

currently sends groceries 

home to needy families 

in the district each week. 

They also provide snacks 

for students at Mary 

Morgan Elementary. At the high school, they   

provide breakfast to anyone needing it.  

 

Below is a list of all items needed. 

*Personal Hygiene items include shampoo, lotion,  

toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, soap,  

deodorant, shaving cream, disposable razors. 

Please place your donations in the basket by the 

main entrance. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Canned Vegetables 

Canned Fruit 

Canned Tuna 

Canned Chicken 

Jelly/Jam 

Peanut Butter 

Mac & Cheese 

Pasta/Pasta Sauce 

Crackers 

Rice 

Lipton Sides 

Canned Soup 

Ramen 

Canned Ravioli 

Spaghetti-o’s 

Granola Bars 

Cereal Bars 

Fruit Cups 

Applesauce 

Hamburger Helper 

Tuna Helper 

Taco Kits 

Condiments 

Instant Potatoes 

Boxed Potato Sides 

Healthy Snacks 

Sandwich Crackers 

Feminine Products 

Personal Hygiene* 

 

Help Us Undecorate Our Church  

Please plan to join us at 10:00 am on Saturday, 

January 3, 2026 to undecorate the church. Many 

hands make light work! Coffee and donuts will be 

served! 

Adopt a Neighbor  

Generations at Neighbors is once again looking for 

Christmas presents for their residents. We have 

been given twelve names this year with suggested 

gift items. The names are located on bulletin board 

#2. Thank you to all who take a name. The        

residents really appreciate this. Donated gifts must 

be dropped off no later than Tuesday, December 

16th to Generations at Neighbors at 811 W Second 

St in Byron. Their Christmas Party will be held on 

Wednesday, December 17. 

Council Members Needed  
We need candidates to fill upcoming vacancies 

on our church council as well as two delegates to 

attend Synod Assembly on June 12 and 13, 2026. 

If you have an interest, please let Vicar Michelle 

or Steve Jones, Council President, know. Contact 

any of the council members for more information. 

The Congregation Council is a great way to 

sharpen and use your leadership skills. Attending 

Synod Assembly at Augustana College in Rock 

Island, IL is a wonderful opportunity to see the 

greater church at work. Take this opportunity to 

share your time and talents. Elections will be held 

at the Annual All Saints Congregation Meeting 

on January 25, 2026. 

Book Club 
Book Club will not be meeting in December.  Have 
a Blessed Christmas! 
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WELCA Silent Auction 
 
The Good Gifts Silent Auction will be held  
during Advent season beginning on November 
30th.  Items donated will be on display for bidding 
for three weeks.  The auction will end at 6:30 pm 
at the soup supper on Wednesday, December 
17th.  Please consider donating craft items, home 
decorating items, gift baskets, or anything else 
that would draw a bid to benefit this worthwhile 
event.  Please have your donations in to the 
church by Saturday, November 29th.  We made 
over $2000 last year. Let’s  have another great 
year. Monetary donations are also welcome! 
 

Trinity’s Closet  
Sharing the Warmth 
This is the final month to   donate 
coats, hats, gloves, boots, blankets, 
sleeping bags, and afghans to 
Trinity Lutheran Church’s “Share 

the Warmth” ministry.  Please bring in any items 
you would like to donate so we can deliver them 
to Trinity before their distribution day on         
December 20th.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Name Tag Sunday! 
We are reinstating Name Tag 
Sunday on the first Sunday of 
each month.  We’ve been blessed 
to have many visitors in the past 

few months, and by reinstating the tags, we can 
greet them by name! 
 

 

Attention All Organizations,          

Committees, Secretaries, Treasurers 
Now is the time to review the past year and write your 

report for the Annual Report. Please include a financial 

report and a brief overview of what your group has 

done in 2025. Reports need to be submitted to the    

office by January 5th so the booklet can be compiled 

and made available prior to the Annual Congregation 

Meeting. If possible, please submit your report in a 

Word file and e-mail it to the church. Of course, a 

handwritten report will be accepted as well. Thank 

you!  

 

 

Voting Requirements  

All Saints’ Constitution lists two minimal                

requirements in order to be considered an active voting 

member at congregation meetings: receive Holy   

Communion and make at least one financial             

contribution of record in the current or previous year. 

“Of record” simply means that the financial secretary 

has recorded your donation because you have used an 

offering envelope or written a check.  

 

Altar Flower Reservations  

The Altar Flower Reservation Book has been updated 

for 2026. Sign up early to make sure the dates you 

wish to commemorate with flowers are available. 

Please note the cost of the flowers is $22.00 per     

bouquet.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Saints Constitution Update           
At the ELCA Churchwide Assembly this summer, 

several grammatical corrections were made to the 

Model Constitution.  We have updated our             

constitution to reflect these grammatical corrections.  

Copies of the changes are available on the oak table 

in the narthex.  We will vote on the changes at the 

Annual Meeting on January 25, 2026. 

 Annual Altar Guild Meeting 
Annual Altar Guild Meeting The Annual Altar 

Guild meeting will be held on Saturday, January 3, 

2026 at 9:00 am in conference room #310. Please 

plan to stay after the meeting to help undecorate the 

church! 

All Saints Lutheran Church • Byron, IL  61010 
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October Financials 

 
 

 
ADVENT STAR 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025  

All Saints Lutheran Church, 
624 Luther Drive, Byron, IL  
9:30am: Light Breakfast  

10am: Gathering  
A time to honor the Earth  

through worship, meditation, song  
and Earth-centered discussion  

Bring a breakfast yummy to share.  
Become a part of a growing  
movement to cherish, honor  

and preserve our Earth home.  
 

Health & Healing   
Kathy Burrows   
Phyllis Coffman   
Heather Green  
Cindy Pederson   
Sandi Reid   
Steve Reid   
Bruce Roller   
Dick Sabin   
Bobbie Chisem   
Rick Lundholtz     
Jim Bowers   
Geoff Zoellick   
Lori Ludens   
Randy Roberts   
Sybil & Alton   
Jayne Fitzsimmons   
Rose Millard     
Holly Stuckenberg   
Paula Davis   
Grace Swedberg   
Suzie Geske   
David Taylor   
Mike Shepard   
Terri Kimbell   
Frank McCabe   
Terry Van Laningham   
Michael Brown   
Pastor Bill Nelson  
Laurie Molosz  
Dorothy Jackson 
Kit Reif 
Tammy Burke 
Sandy Dasenbrook 
Pat Gibler 
Faith Pauling 
Britiany Paris 
Dolly Luft 
Fred Pinsky 
Bud Rollins 
Bob Shook 
Karen Brown 
Debra Olsen 
Lynn Lauer 
Liz Lauer-Jones 
Lori Koss 
Tanya 
John Logan 
Dee Rowland 
Megan & Baby Sadie 
Jayme Wilcox 
Joann Lingel 
Tom Johnson 
Evan Flannery 
Amy Starr Geyssens 
Shut ins   
Lori Pederson   
Military   
Kyle Reif   
Matt Vizer   
Kaden Harper   
Christiano Sasso   
Logan Usrey   
Keegan Loomis 

In Our Prayers 

This is a Synod-wide celebration of God’s creation of the earth. You are 

invited to join the committees of Creation Care and Pathways: A Center 

for Spiritual Renewal for this Advent service.  We are hosting this      

special service at All Saints and we will welcome worshippers from All 

Saints and other churches around the Synod.  If you are able to attend, 

please sign up on Bulletin Board #2.   
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“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED” 

Office Hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Closed on Friday. 

 

  

 

                                                                                                                         
Sunday School 

Christmas Program 

December 14, 

2025 

9:00 am 
 

 

 

 
The Sunday School and Confirmation Students will be taking part 

in the Christmas Program during regular 9:00 am worship service 

on December 14. Once Upon a Manger brings to life the story of 

Jesus’s birth.  

November 30 

WELCA Silent Auction begins 
December 3, 10, 17 

Midweek Advent Worship and Soup Suppers 
December 6 

Advent Star Event 
December 7 

Time and Talent and Statements of Intent due 
December 14 

Sunday School Christmas Program 
December 17 

WELCA Silent Auction ends 
December 20  

Blue Christmas Service 
December 24 

Christmas Eve Service 
January 3 

Undecorate the church 


