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Sunday Worship -  In-Person 9:00 a.m.  
Recorded Service available on our  

Facebook Page and  
Webpage at 10:30 am.   

 

The Annual All Saints Picnic  
 

Mark September 7, 2025 on your calendar! The festivities will begin 
here on the church grounds at 11:30 am and run until 2:00 pm. We’ll 
have brats, burgers, hot dogs, chips and cookies for lunch, bingo and 
the ever-popular cakewalk for fun, and games for the kids. While there 
is no charge for this event, a 50/50 drawing will be held to benefit St. 
Vincent de Paul. A donation jar will be available for your donations.  We are also planning to again 
hold the silent auction to raise funds for St. Vincent de Paul. See page 6 for more information.  
  
Invite your neighbors to join us! Food will be served in the Fellowship Hall; however, the cakewalk, 
bingo and kids’ games will be held on the lawn, weather permitting. 
  
We need a few volunteers to help with food service and other areas. There are sign-up sheets on  
Bulletin Board #2 for the areas where help is needed. Thank you in advance! 

All Saints Night Out! 
 
Members of All Saints and friends enjoyed an evening out at the 
Starlight Theater at Rock Valley College on July 24.   
The production of Ragtime was entertaining and we all had a great 
time!   Pictured from L-R are: Karin Nelson, Steve Jones, Annette 
Jones, Kay Johnson, Jo Marie Branson, Bob Branson, Vicar 
Michelle Wandersee, Kris Jones, Kurt Wolter, and Alan Jones. 

Congratulations! 
 
The members of All Saints extend our  
congratulations and  
best wishes to Pastor 
Scott Schmidt upon his 
retirement on June 1st.  
Pastor Scott was our  
pastoral leader from 
2008 until 2013.  He 
most recently served 
St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church in Princeton, 
IL.   

Backpack Blessing Sunday 
 
Students will be returning to 
their classrooms in August.   
We want to send them back to 
school with all the blessings 
possible.  We will have a  
Backpack Blessing on Sunday 
August 17 during 9:00 am  
worship.  Please have your kids 
bring their backpacks to church 
that day for a special blessing to 
start the school year! 



Deadline for the September 

Saintly News is August 15  

Please send articles to  

Rebecca Presson  
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“Go home to your friends, and tell them how 
much the Lord has done for you, and what  
mercy he has shown you”.      Mark 5:19  

 
The verse above comes from the story of a man who was 
healed from tormenting demons.  The man was so grateful 
of his healing that he wanted to immediately jump into Jesus’ boat and 
accompany him on his journey, but instead of inviting the man into the boat, 
Jesus encourages the man to go back home and tell everyone what had 
happened to him.  Jesus wanted him to share is story of healing and mercy 
with others.   
 
In a preaching class I participated in, there was an exercise for us to share 
our stories of our favorite restaurant to the other members in the class.  I was 
excited to share about my favorite pizza place called Aurelio’s Pizza in 
Homewood, IL.  I became very passionate while sharing the reasons I loved 
this place from how delicious the sauce tasted to how famous it has become 
because (I didn’t know at the time, but I do now) Pope Leo XVI used to dine 
there before he became the Pope!  Anytime someone asks me about my 
favorite restaurant I am always willing to share!   
 
The point of the exercise was to realize how passionate we can become 
when sharing our stories about our favorite things with others, and how we 
can also harness that enthusiasm when we share our stories about our faith 
and what God has done in our lives.  I agree that it is easier to share about 
your favorite restaurant than sharing what God has done and is doing in our 
lives, but we are never left alone in doing this.  The Holy Spirit can help 
guide us in sharing our stories of faith.  Through our baptism, we were given 
the Holy Spirit as a companion as we go out sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ with others.   
 
A few thoughts:   

• How has God been active in your life in regards to your family, work, 
school, during hardships and suffering, and your joys? 

• As you work on articulating how to share your faith story, ask the 
Holy Spirit to keep your heart and mind open to any opportunities to 
share that story. 

• As a community of faith, how can we invite and encourage others who 
may not know about God, to experience God’s love for them? 

Let us go out and be disciples of Jesus as we invite, encourage, and share the 
love of God with our neighbors!   
 
  
 

                              —Vicar Michelle  
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Check the calendar for changes to the  
Bible Study schedule. 

 

Monday Zoom Bible Study, 1:30 pm via Zoom, led by Vicar 
Michelle Wandersee.  This study is on hiatus until September. 
 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study, 7:00 pm in Conference Room #310, 
led by Steve Reid. This study will continue the study of the life of 
King David.  
 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30 pm in Conference Room 
#310. Led by Vicar Michelle Wandersee. This study is on hiatus  
until September.  
 
Adult Sunday School 10:00 am in the small Conference Room.  
Led by Steve Jones. This Sunday School class is on hiatus for the 
Summer and will resume on September 14th. 
 
 

June Council Highlights 
 

 Giving kept pace with expenses for May. 
 Secretarial duties were clarified and updated. 
 Decided to reinstitute the red sign-in books so  
      assure everyone signs in on Sunday morning. 
 Usher duties revised to include counting people attending worship. 
 A new CD was purchased at Byron Bank to redirect some of the funds 

currently held in a low interest savings account. 
 Parking lot will be resealed and restriped in July.  Added two more 

handicapped parking spots. 
 Blood Drive is scheduled for August 18. 

 
July Council Highlights 
 

 Giving did not keep pace with budgeted items in June. 
 The Annual Blood Drive will be held August 18.  Set-up will take 

place after church on August 17. 
 One person volunteered to work on updating the Strategic Plan for    

All Saints. 
 One person volunteered to work on the Lay Youth Leader hiring    

committee. 
 Church picnic will be held September 7.   
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August 
Sunday  

Scriptures 
 
 

August 3 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14;  
2:18-23 
Psalm 49:1-12 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
August 10 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 15:1-6 
Psalm 33:12-22 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 
 
August 17 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Psalm 82 
Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 24 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 58:9b-14 
Psalm 103:1-8 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 
 
August 31 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 25:6-7a 
Psalm 112 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Clip & Save  
for your reference 
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2025 NI Synod Assembly Highlights 
 

Thank you to Vi Burpo, Al Schabacher, and Vicar 
Michelle Wandersee for representing All Saints at the 
Northern Illinois Synod Assembly on June 13 and 14.  
Here are the highlights of the weekend as provided by 
the NI Synod: 
 Blessed new synod paraments, thanks to the 38 

congregations who pieced together quilt blocks. 
 Heard from Deacon Jessica Noonan from LEAD 

Connects about learning from our neighbors 
 Passed the Fiscal year 2027 Northern Illinois   

Synod budget. 
 Passed the 2026 Rostered Minister compensation 

guidelines 
 Elected several members to serve on Synod    

council and synod committees 
 Heard from Bishop Fidlar about discovering our 

why. 
 Heard from Ms. Becca Payne and Mrs. Rahel 

Mwitula Williams from the ELCA 
 Blessed those who will be voting members at the 

2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 
 Celebrated our Rostered Minister ordination      

anniversaries and remembered our rostered     
Ministers who died in the past year. 

Resolutions passed by the Assembly: 
R-1: Resolution for National Day of  
 Remembrance for Indian Boarding School 
R-2: Northern Illinois synod to be a Reconciling  

in Christ Synod 

Worship 
Date 

Online 
Viewers 

In- 
Person 

Total 

May 25 158 55 213 

June 1 155 66 221 

8 153 56 209 

15 122 62 184 

22 139 58 197 

29 86 54 140 

July 6 192 60 252 

13 109 73 182 

20 178 61 239 

Total 1292 545 1837 

Average 144 61 204 

 

Sunday School Kick Off Day 
 
Sunday School Kick Off Day and our annual church 
picnic are set for Sunday September 7, 2025! There 
will be lots of exciting things happening for all  
ages.  A schedule of activities will be available at a 
later date.  We are changing up the schedule a bit 
this year.  We will keep you posted about the  
schedule. 
  
Activities this year will include outdoor fun and 
games as our Sunday School Kick-Off!  Outdoor 
activities will include: a bounce house, bubbles, kite 
flying, lawn games and lots of fun. Parents, please 
join your kids in the fun!  A multi-generational  
service project will be completed.  Adult comfort 
bags will be assembled.  This will complete the  
service project that the kids in Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) began. The kids in VBS assembled 
and decorated 25 Kid comfort bags. Included in 
those bags were stuffed animals each of the VBS 
kids hugged before they added them to the bags they 
made.  ALL AGES are welcomed and encouraged to 
participate in this project.  Note the outdoor fun will 
be available throughout the day.  
 
The church picnic will kick off with food being 
served at 11:30. Steve Jones will be on the grill 
cooking up hot dogs, hamburgers and bratwurst to 
be served with other goodies to round out the 
meal.  Activities associated with the picnic will  
include the favorites from previous years – candy jar 
guessing game (adult and youth), bingo and the cake 
walk.  A sign-up sheet for cake donations will be on 
the bulletin board #2.  We are bringing back the  
silent auction to benefit St. Vincent de 
Paul.   Themed baskets will make up the silent  
auction.  Your generosity of a basket donation is 
greatly appreciated.  If you need some basket idea 
inspiration there is a list of ideas available at 
church.  If you need your items assembled and 
wrapped, we have a great team that will do 
that.  Please drop off your donation by Sunday  
August 27, 2025. It is going to be a great day!   
Mark your calendars!  
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2025 Vacation Bible School Recap 
 
All Saints was filled with laughter, excitement, learning, creativity, 
joy, and F-U-N during the week of VBS in June. Each day started 
with an opening session where kids were introduced to the day’s 
theme, the luau object that was being highlighted, and a skit  
incorporating those  items. Then, it was off to outdoor/indoor 
games to channel a bit of the energy that was evident. Volcano tag, 
hula races, giant sandal races, pool noodle hockey, a lei dive,  
pineapple ring toss, bowling, and water balloon games were all 
part of the action. 
 
Snacks was next in the schedule. This was a favorite for many of 
the children, because they were able to “play” with their food. 
They used specific foods to create the luau objects that were the 
focus of each day. The kids used fruit cereal rings and  yarn to 
make leis, graham crackers, frosting, and sprinkles for their cool 
Hawaiian shirts, as well as Townhouse crackers, cheese, and carrot 
sticks for sandals. They spread chocolate frosting over Nutter  
Butter cookies and put a thin layer of icing around the edge for 
their sunglasses, and selected fruits for their skewers. YUM! 
 
After snacks the children heard Bible stories about Moses, Joseph, 
houses built on rock and sand, Jesus’ death and resurrection, as 
well as Paul and Silas in jail. Each story incorporated the emotion 
for the day. They also learned a song that we are hoping to share 
with the congregation in the future. 
 
During craft time the learners made fire leis, Tiki torches,  
glow-in-the-dark sunglasses, and created pineapple door hangers 
as a reminder to treat others with kindness. This was the time that 
they stamped their handprints on the canvas comfort bags for their 
service project. At the end of each day there was a discussion 
about what was learned, and the kids had an opportunity to  
identify their favorite part of the day. 
 
We are thankful for… 
 
 the eight children who attended Lava Lava Luau to learn what 

God says about controlling emotions and responding to others 
with kindness. 

 the families who scheduled or rescheduled summer activities in 
order for their children to strengthen their faith. 

 Carolyn Niederer for a Thrivent Action Team Grant for VBS 
supplies. 

 a Thrivent Action Team Grant from Brian Williams to           
purchase canvas bags and additional contents for the VBS      
service project (Comfort Bags). 

 congregation members/friends for the numerous items         
generously donated for the service project. 

 the dedicated team of Vicar 
Michelle, Mary Heal, Carolyn 
Niederer, and Michel Williams 
for their leadership. 

 our anonymous donor for the 
monetary gift to be used to  
support Christian Education. 

Book Club 
 
Join us on  
Tuesday, August 
26 at 11:30 am as 
we discuss the 
book “No Ocean 
Too Wide” by 
Carrie Turansky. We will meet in the 
main conference room. 
  

After the tragic loss of their father, 
the McAlister family is living at the 
edge of the poorhouse in London in 
1909, leaving their mother to scrape 
by for her three younger children, 
while the oldest, Laura, works on a 
large estate more than an hour 
away.  When Edna McAlister falls 
gravely ill and is hospitalized, twins 
Katie and Garth and seven-year-old 
grace are forced into an orphans’ 
home before Laura is notified about 
her family’s unfortunate turn of 
events.  With hundreds of British 
children being sent on ships to  
Canada, whether truly orphans or 
not, Laura knows she must act 
quickly.  But finding her siblings and 
taking care of her family may cost 
her everything.  
  
Andrew Frasier, a wealthy young 
British lawyer and heir to the same 
estate where Laura is in service,  
discovers that this common practice 
of finding new homes for penniless 
children might not be all that it 
seems.  Together Laura and Andrew 
form an unlikely partnership.  Will 
they arrive in time?  With their 
friendship blossom into something 
more? 
  
Inspired by historical events, this 
moving novel follows Laura as she 
seeks to reunite her family and her 
siblings who, in their darkest hours 
must cling to the words from  
Isaiah: “Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God.” 
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LSSI Comfort Bags 
 
As part of the service project for VBS, the  
children created 25 comfort bags for children in 
crisis.  Now we are concentrating our efforts on 
creating bags for adults.  We are reaching out to 
the congregation to ask if any of you would want 
to contribute an item or 2 to go into the bags. We 
will assemble these bags on Sunday, September 7 
as part of the ELCA’s “God’s Work Our Hands” 
day.  LSSI gave us suggestions for items that 
could be put in the comfort bags:  
 

Hygiene items such as toothbrush, toothpaste,  
Travel size shampoo/conditioner, soap  
Small Hand Sanitizer 
Wet Wipes 
Hair brushes, combs 
A notebook/ journal and pen 
Puzzle books  
Note/card with positive thoughts/quotes  
Tic Tacs, mints, gum and similar items 

 
We will present the completed bags to our LSSI 
representative who will be visiting All Saints this 
fall.  These comfort bags will be provided to  
police and social workers to share with clients of 
all ages who are in need. 
 
 

WELCA Meeting Scheduled - Mark 
your calendars. 
 
A WELCA meeting is planned for Saturday,  
September 20th, at 9:30 am at the church.  We 
have not met for a while, so you are encouraged 
to attend.  Please bring ideas for projects,  
activities, or fundraising for this group.  Our 
group is sometimes called on to support a church 
activity and need some ready funds available 
when we need them.  See you then! 
 

Quilters  
 
The quilters meet from 9:00-11:00 am on the  
first and third Thursdays of each month. During 
the months with five Thursdays, we will meet 
three times, utilizing the fifth Thursday. In August 
we will meet on the 7th and 21st. Thank you to 
everyone who has contributed fabric, thread, and 
sheets to help us create quilts. We continue to 
need queen size sheets or 4-yard lengths of fabric 
to finish the backs of the quilts. All donations may 
be left in the plastic tote in the hallway and are 
very much appreciated. 

Silent Auction to benefit  
St. Vincent de Paul 

 
During the annual All Saints picnic, we’re  
planning to again offer a silent auction to benefit 
St. Vincent de Paul.  If you would like to  
contribute a basket, or items that can be assembled 
into a basket, please bring them to church by  
Sunday, August 27.  The baskets will be  
assembled the following week for display and  
bids on Sunday, September 7.   
 
Need ideas?  Here’s a few:   

movie night  
candle basket  
kids’ movie themed basket 
gardener’s basket 
baby bath time basket 
 

The sky is the limit!  Use your imagination to  
create a cute or useful basket for this worthy  
fundraiser! 

 
 
 

What is the Mission of  
St. Vincent de Paul? 

 
St. Vincent de Paul is a lay Catholic ministry that 
is supported by the churches in Byron that assists 
those who are in financial need in the Byron  
community.  They have assisted with gas money, 
utilities bills, and other financial needs.  This  
allows All Saints to direct financial needs  
inquiries to St. Vincent de Paul at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church.  If you know of someone in 
need, call the local St. Vincent de Paul number:  
815-406-8368. 
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May Financials 

June Financials 

 

Sunday School - 2025-2026 
 

All Saints has utilized curricula from Group 
Publishing for many years. The company 
recently developed the perfect curriculum for our 
current Sunday School needs. Two or More was 
specifically designed for small churches and kids age 3-12. We can finally 
stop adapting materials to work for us as they are made for small groups and 
unpredictable attendance. Lessons from both the Old and New Testaments are 
included each quarter. Classes of mixed ages will experience the same content 
and leave with an age-appropriate way of relating the information to their 
lives. Having children of mixed ages working together allows for them to 
learn to help each other, which can build confidence and strong relationships. 
Sunday School kicks off on September 7th with a different format than usual 
that day. Look for an explanation in an additional article in this newsletter. 
There will only be one session of Sunday School each week from 10:15 am to 
11:15 am. Looking forward to the new year of Christian Education! 

 
 

Health & Healing   
Kathy Burrows   
Phyllis Coffman   
Jim Coffman   
Heather Green  
Kay Johnson 
Kirk Kirking 
Cindy Pederson   
Sandi Reid   
Steve Reid   
Marlene Roberts 
Bruce Roller   
Dick Sabin   
Bobbie Chisem   
Rick Lundholtz   
Mindy Vanatter   
Jim Bowers   
Judy Owens   
Geoff and Judy Zoellick   
Lori Ludens   
Randy Roberts   
Sybil & Alton   
Jayne Fitzsimmons   
Lisa Helms   
Rose Millard   
Debra Olsen   
Holly Stuckenberg   
Paula Davis   
Grace Swedberg   
Suzie Geske   
David Taylor   
Mike Shepard   
Terri Kimbell   
Frank McCabe   
Terry Van Laningham   
Michael Brown   
Pastor Bill Nelson  
Laurie Molosz  
Randy Stilson  
Tammy Burke 
Julie Kleive 
Dave Kopp 
Ron Heal 
Kevin Heal 
Dorothy Jackson 
Kit Reif 
Sandy Dasenbrook 
Pat Gibler 
Faith Pauling 
Britiany Paris 
Dolly Luft 
Allice Ewert 
Fred Pensky 
Bud Rollins 
Bob Shook 
Karen Brown 
Debra Olsen 
Lynn Lauer 
Liz Lauer-Jones 
Lori Koss 
Tanya 

 
Shut ins   
Lori Pederson   

 
Military   
Staff Sgt Kyle Reif   
Matt Vizer   
Kaden Harper   
Christiano Sasso   
Logan Usrey   
Keegan Loomis 

 
In Sympathy   
Betty Klink 
Jean Milway 
Joyce Marquart 
Roxann Armstrong 

In Our  
Prayers 
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All Saints Blood Drive! 

August 17 
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