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. e W Special Congregation Meeting
Efﬁ *%j ﬁ” A special congregation meeting is being held on Sunday, April 6, following worship for the

'@M %g%% % purpose of discussing options for the future pastoral leadership of our congregation. Please
r? \ stay for a few minutes after worship to hear this important information.

Lenten Midweek Worship
April 2 and 9

Lent is a season of repentance, turning to God and
asking for God’s goodness to wipe away our sins and
show us how to live anew. Lent also turns us toward

Easter and the abundant life God will offer through the Apl‘ll 13 Palm Sunday
Three Days. Each week will highlight one divine 9:00 am
attribute and one prayer practice. Worship with distribution of the Palms
April 2: Theme: Forgiveness. April 17 -Maundy Thursday
Prayer Practice: Candle prayer. 7:00 pm

April 9: Theme: Love.

Prayer Practice: Prayer with anointing Worship with Communion

(receive a blessing with oil). Stl:lpplng of the aliiar
Please note these worship services will not be April 18 — Good Friday
recorded and uploaded to Facebook or the All Saints 7:00 pm
website. Come and see what Lent is all about! Tenebrae Worship
Each Wednesday’s worship service will be preceded April 20 — Easter Sunday
by a free soup supper at 6:00 pm. If you wish to 9:00 am

donate soup, bread, and/or dessert, please sign up on

Bulletin Board #2. Please join us for this time of Worship with Communion
worship and fellowship. Easter Breakfast at 8:00 am

Easter Garden Orders

Would you like to order an Easter plant to enhance the beauty of our sanctuary for Easter
services? Order forms will be available in the weekly announcements and in the church
office. Plants will come from Merlin’s Flowers. Orders must be placed by Sunday, April 6.
The cost is $17.50 per plant for lilies, mums, geraniums, or tulips, and $25 per plant for
azaleas or hydrangeas. Make your check payable to All Saints Altar Guild. These plants will
be displayed in the sanctuary on Easter and can be taken home after Easter worship service.

Easter Breakfast

Join us on Sunday, April 20 at 8:00 am for Easter Breakfast. The menu will include pancakes, sausage, a
yogurt bar, baked goods, fruit, juice, milk, and coffee. A free will offering will be gratefully accepted.
Sign-up sheets are posted on Bulletin Board #2 for volunteers and food donations.

Sunday Worship - In-Person 9:00 a.m. Responding to the Gospel
Recorded Service available on our to carry out God’s mission
Facebook Page and
Webpage at 10:30 am.
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God's work. Our hands.
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The Saintly News

Greetings Dear Friends,

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?

And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?

Romans 10:14-15

During Lent, our Wednesday Bible Study group’s theme is “Marks of
Discipleship”, in which we focus on a specific “mark” that describes the actions
we take when following Jesus. There are seven marks: Prayer, Study, Worship,
Invite, Encourage, Serve, and Give. The Northern Illinois Synod also introduced a
theme this year called: “Growing Disciples” which also focuses on the seven
marks of discipleship.

Here is a description from Bishop Stacie Fidler in regards to the theme:

“Read through the gospels and at least one thing is clear: Jesus grew disciples.
People followed him. They listened to him. Their lives were transformed. Then
they went out and invited others into the same lifetime journey.

The last two years, you have been invited on two parallel journeys. In 2023,

we explored what it means to Be the Body - that is, to learn and live what it is
to be the body of Christ in everyday life. We are made part of Christ’s body in
the world at baptism; we are called to live that each day. In 2024, we were
invited to Open God’s Story. We encouraged each other to connect God’s work
and word throughout the Bible with God’s work in our lives. We invite you to
bring those two journeys together in 2025 for a time of Growing Disciples.

We will continue the work of Jesus’ first followers: learning and growing in
following Jesus. We will look at the ways and paths that Jesus taught us. Like
those first disciples, we spend our entire lifetime shaping our lives in ways that
follow him. And we invite others to do the same. Growing Disciples is a time
for each member, each congregation to return to the roots of who we are as the
body of Christ, listen to the life of Jesus, and grow deeper in our faith and our
following. Every month will have a theme related to following Jesus, an area of
discipleship we can grow and nurture in our lives. We will explore 7 different
marks of discipleship and invite each other to grow deeper roots in each area,
through practice, study, and opening of our hearts and lives, just as the
original disciples did.

We will share prayers, social media posts, monthly bulletin inserts, and blog
posts from across our synod along with additional resources that you are

welcome to use. Workshops and opportunities at CRE and Synod Assembly
will invite you into ways to grow as a disciple.

If you have a particular story of discipleship to share in
one of these areas, let us know! This is an opportunity to
grow and walk together. You are encouraged to use
#NISGrows on your social media posts as you grow
throughout the year.”

- Bishop Stacie Fidlar

Northern Hlinois Synod

Continued on Page A4...............
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Check the calendar for changes to the
Bible Study schedule.

Monday Afternoon Bible Study, led by Vicar Michelle
Wandersee, continues via Zoom at 1:30 pm. This is a study and
discussion of the following Sunday's Gospel lesson. A link to the
Monday afternoon Bible Study is included in the Thursday
announcement’s email. Feel free to join us! If you need a Zoom
tutorial, Vicar Michelle will help you with that. If you do not have a
computer, you can join via telephone at the number included in the
announcements email.

Note: This study will not meet April 14" and 21,

yr

«:";.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study, 7:00 pm in Conference Room
#310. Led by Steve Reid, this study is on hiatus.

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30 pm in Conference Room
#310. Led by Vicar Michelle Wandersee. We continue the study of
the Seven Marks of Discipleship. Please note this class will only
meet on April 16 and 30 this month.

Adult Sunday School Sunday Morning, 10:00 am in the small
Conference Room. Led by Steve Jones. Adult Sunday School is
utilizing Searching for the Historical Jesus, led by Jean-Pierre
Isboots. Isboots is a Biblical history scholar and best-selling author.
We enjoyed his other course entitled Archaeology of the Bible a
couple of years ago and look forward to this one, too. These courses
are made up each week of a half hour video that we watch. There is
no preparation required, and no homework or other work is
required (I heard a rumor that someone doesn't come because they
feared having homework). After the video we have a good
discussion on what we viewed and all that takes 45-50 minutes
total. All you have to do is watch, listen, and enjoy. Our class is
small, having lost a few folks in the last year, and all are welcome!
We'd love to have you. You will learn a lot and it is always quite
interesting! This new course will run for 15 Sundays, so it will run
into the fall as we won't have time to finish before Sunday School
takes its summer break. Most of it is week to week, so if you miss a
few sessions, it's not a big deal at all.
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April
Sunday Scriptures

April 6

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

April 13

Palm Sunday

Luke 19:28-40 Procession
with Palms

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Luke 22:14—23:56

April 17

Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 20

The Resurrection of our
Lord: Easter Day

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12

April 27

Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32

Psalm 118:14-29
Revelation 1:4-8

Luke 24:13-35

Please Clip & Save
for your reference

e e e o - — -

(815) 234-5277 » www.AllSaintsByron.org ¢ email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org
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1\ Sunday School News
\ ‘ As we head into the final two months of Sunday
’ School for the 2024-2025 school year, we are
N beginning to make plans for next year. One
/ change for the upcoming year will be that
....... Vicar’s Letter Continued from page 2 Sunday School will only be held at 10:00 am.

In the spirit of “Growing Disciples”, 1 would invite
you to focus on your prayer life, and look for ways
to deepen your relationship with God through
prayer. A resource that is available to you is a
monthly insert that is located on the oak table in the
fellowship hall entitled, “Growing Disciples Starts
with Prayer”. 1 also will invite you to attend the
Wednesday evening services on April 2™ and 9"
where we will practice prayer with the use of
candles and anointing (a blessing with oil). What

is important to know that there is no wrong way to
pray and I pray that you continue to grow as a
disciple of Jesus each and every day!

-Vicar Michelle

Worship Online In- Sunday Total
Date Viewers Person School
Ma‘erh 152 57 10 219
9 167 63 13 243
16 164 72 15 251
23 124 51 NA 175
Total 607 243 38 888
Average 152 61 13 222

Also, Heather and Nate Brown have decided to
step down as teachers. We are so thankful for
their three years of service and dedication to
All Saints’ youngest children. So, at this time
the Christian Education department is looking
for individuals to teach/team teach, substitute,
or assist with Sunday School instruction for
2025-2026.

Do you enjoy working with children? Would
you like the opportunity to make a difference
in children’s lives? Are you passionate about
caring for and nurturing the spiritual growth of
children? This may be the volunteer choice for
you.

Well-designed and age-appropriate lessons are
provided. A wealth of materials and resources

are available. Support and assistance will be
offered.

Please reach out to Michel Williams

express your interest or request more
information. We would like to have a basic plan
in place by the end of May.

Looking ahead:

**There will be no Children’s Church or
Sunday School on Easter (April 20™).
**The last day for Children’s Church and

Sunday School will be May 18",

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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Quilters

The quilters meet from 9:00-11:00 am on the first
and third Thursdays of each month. This month we
are meeting on April 3" and 17" at the church.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed fabric,
thread, and sheets to help us create quilts. We
continue to need queen size sheets or 4-yard lengths
of fabric to finish the backs of the quilts. All
donations may be left in the plastic tote in the
hallway and are very much appreciated!

The GATHERING

We will meet on Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 9:00 am
in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for fellowship, food,
and fun!

Library News

Spring might be right around the corner, but

it’s still chilly enough to want to curl up with a
good book under a cozy blanket! Check out the
offerings in the library or on the library cart in the
entrance hallway. There’s something there for
everyone!

Book Club

Join us on Tuesday, April 22" at 1:00 pm as
we discuss this month’s selection: “Family
Blessings” by Fern Michaels.

Right before Thanksgiving, a freak tornado
drops down into the town of Larkspur in
Pennsylvania’s Allegheny Mounts and
destroys the house where matriarch and
candy magnate Loretta Cisco has lived for
fifty years. Thanks for nothing, Mother
Nature! As if that’s not enough, Loretta
sees that her beloved triplet grandchildren,
Hannah, Sara, and Sam — all newlyweds -
are having marital problems and yet they
refuse to tell her what’s going on. So, as
Loretta’s neighbors help to rebuild her
home in time for the holidays, she vows to
work a miracle that will get her family back
on track. Can she do it — even without a
roof over her head?

March Council Highlights

Offerings continue to be strong, allowing us
to meet our monthly obligations.

Approved the purchase of a new sound
mixer for the sanctuary, funded by donations
to the Wish List.

Spring Clean-up day is scheduled for April
26 beginning at 9:00 am.

Need to investigate alternatives for mowing
this summer due to an inadequate number of
volunteers to do the bi-weekly mowing.
Sunday School will return to 10:00 am only
for the 2025-2026 school year.

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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Byron School District Food Pantry

The Byron School District Food Pantry currently sends
groceries home to needy families in the district each week.
They also provide snacks for students at Mary Morgan
Elementary. At the high school, they provide breakfast to
anyone needing it. Below is a list of all items needed.
Items especially needed this month are deodorant, lotion,
body wash, shampoo, toothpaste, feminine products,
condiments (catsup, mustard) cooking oil, canned fruit,
fruit cups, macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, jelly, and

canned meat.

Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Tuna
Canned Chicken
Jelly/Jam

Peanut Butter
Mac & Cheese
Pasta/Pasta Sauce
Crackers

Rice

Lipton Sides
Canned Soup
Ramen

Granola Bars
Cereal Bars

Fruit Cups
Applesauce
Hamburger Helper
Tuna Helper

Taco Kits
Condiments
Instant Potatoes
Boxed Potato Sides
Healthy Snacks
Sandwich Crackers
Feminine Products

Canned Ravioli
Spaghetti-o’s

Personal Hygiene*

*Personal Hygiene items include shampoo, lotion,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, soap, deodorant,
shaving cream, disposable razors.

Please place your donations in the basket by the main
entrance. Thank you for your generosity!

CHURCH
WORKDAY

Spring Clean-Up Day!

April 26 at 9:00 am is the date and time
of our Annual Spring Clean-Up Day.
Come when you are able and stay as long
as you like! There’s work that needs to
be done on the inside as well as the
outside, as we prepare our church to be as
beautiful as the spring flowers that will
soon be blooming! Please sign-up on
Bulletin Board #2 so we know how many
will be coming to help.

AED

AED Training

AED Training will be conducted by the
Byron Fire Department on April 27"

at 10:30 am. If you would like to
participate in this training, please sign

up on Bulletin Board #2, or just be in the
Fellowship Hall following worship
services that morning. Knowledge of the
AED equipment could save a life!
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February Financials In Our
Actual Budget Budget P raye rs
Budget Items Item Description February | February |Actual YTD|Budget YTD| Total 2025
General Fund $16,910] $16,389| $49.050 | $32,778| $196,668
Mortgage $1,643 $1247| $4.781 $2,494 $14,964 Health & Healing
Revenue Other Giving 50 5417 52 5834 $5,004 Kathy Burrows
Total Revenue $18,553 | $18,053 | $53,832 | $36,106 | $216,636 Phyllis Coffman
Mission Support ($10,000 goal, $14,000 budget) $2,200 $1,167 $3,425 $2,334 $14,000 Jim Coffman
1000 Other Qutreach $952 $590 $3,856 $1,180 $7,084 G'reg Lading
Total Outreach $3,152 | $1,757 |  $7,381 $3,514 $21,084 Cindy Pederson
Ministries of the Congregation (Non Salary) $1,138 $1,289 $2,204 $2,578 $15,468 Sandi Reid
2000 Ministries of the Congregation (Salary and Benefits) $5,3411 $8400 | $12.013 $16,980 $101,880 Steve Reid
Expenses Total Ministries $6,479 $9,779 | 514,217 $19,558 $117,348 Cindy Yoakum
3000 Total Building (Non Capital) $4,236 $3,454 $6,934 $6,909 $41,448 Bruce Roller
Total Expense $13,867 | 514,990 | $28,532 $29,981 $179,880 Keith Padgett
Mortgage Principal and Interest 51,246 $1,247 $3,731 $2,494 $14,964 Dick Sabin
3000 Capital |Other Building Capital $0 $625 S0 $1,250 $7,500 Bobbie Chisem
Total Building Capital $1,246 $1,872 $3,731 $3,744 $22,464 Rick Lundholtz
Total Expenses (Capital Plus Expense) $15,113 | $16,862 | $32,263 $33,725 $202,344 Mindy Vanatter
Net Net for Month/Year (Revenue Minus Expense)|  $3,440 $21,569 Jim Bowers
(Under)/Over Budget for Month/Year| ($1,749) ($1,462) Judy Owens
Geoff and Judy Zoellick
Lori Ludens
Randy Roberts

All Saints Wish List

Use the QR code to
view the Amazon
wish list that
includes items that
are used in and
around our church.
Consider helping
donate by
purchasing any of
the items on the list.
They will be shipped
directly to the

(815) 234-5277 »

www.AllSaintsByron.org ¢ email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org

Sybil & Alton
Jayne Fitzsimmons
Mimi Leombruni
Lisa Helms

Rose Millard
Debra Olsen

Holly Stuckenberg
Paula Davis

Grace Swedberg
Suzie Geske

Mike Egan

David Taylor

Mike Shepard
Terri Kimbell
Leigh Ann & Chris
Dave Fink

Frank McCabe
Terry Van Laningham
Michael Brown

Shut ins

Lori Pederson
Kit Reif

Mary Whitmer

Military

Staff Sgt Kyle Reif
Matt Vizer

Kaden Harper
Tyler Peterson
Christiano Sasso
Logan Usrey

In Sympathy
David Van Laningham

Rodney Johnson
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“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

April2 &9

Lenten Soup Suppers and Worship

April 6
Special Congregation Meeting

April 17
Maundy Thursday Worship

April 18
Good Friday Worship

April 20
Easter Breakfast

April 26
Spring Clean-up

April 27
AED Training

Our Gathering group met on
March 11" to finish up stltchmg
pocket crosses that will be given out
during the Lent season. After a tiny
struggle to get the needles threaded,
they stitched 60 and then celebrated
with cake!

Office Hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Closed on Friday




