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Help Us Undecorate Our Church

Please plan to join us at 10:00 am on Saturday, January 3,
2026, to undecorate the church. Many hands make light work. .

Coffee and donuts will be served!

* Undecorate *
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Attention All Organizations,
Committees, Secretaries, Treasurers

Now is the time to review the past year and write
your report for the Annual Report. Please include
a financial report and a brief overview of what
your group has done in 2025. Reports need to be
submitted to the office by January 5 so the
booklet can be compiled and made available prior
to the Annual Congregation Meeting. If possible,
please submit your report in a Word file and
e-mail it to the church. Of course, a handwritten
report will be accepted as well. Thank you!

Annual Congregation Meeting
Sunday, January 25, 2026 10am

This year the 2026 Annual Congregation Meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 25" immediately
following worship. We will gather in the
sanctuary and review the annual report, review
and vote on the 2026 Budget, elect church council
member(s) to fill vacancies on the Church
Council, appoint voting members to the 2026
Northern Illinois Synod Assembly to be held

June 12" and 13" at Augustana College in Rock
Island, and approve changes to the All Saints
Constitution. If you are interested in any of these
vacancies, please see Vicar Michelle Wandersee
or Council President Steve Jones. Nominating
forms are available on the oak table in the
narthex. In case of inclement weather, the Annual
Congregation Meeting will be held after worship
on Sunday, February 1*.

Annual Meeting Voting Requirements

All Saints’ Constitution lists two minimal requirements to be considered an active
voting member at congregation meetings: receive Holy Communion and make at |
least one financial contribution of record in the current or previous year.

“Of record” simply means that the financial secretary has recorded your donation
because you have used an offering envelope or written a check.
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Sunday Worship - In-Person 9:00 a.m.
Recorded Service available on our
Facebook Page and
Webpage at 10:30 am.

Responding to the Gospel
to carry out God’s mission

’} }}‘ Evangelical Lutheran
%§/¥ Churchin America

God's work. Our hands.
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Council Members

PRESIDENT & FINANCE
Steve Jones

VICE -PRESIDENT & STEWARDSHIP
Kay Johnson

SECRETARY
Caryn Huber

EDUCATION
Heather Brown

FELLOWSHIP
Annette Jones

PROPERTY
Bob Branson

OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY
Jan Sloan

WORSHIP
Jean Whipple

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
Dylan Sproule

Staff

VICAR
Michelle Wandersee

TREASURER/BOOKKEEPER
Laura Hopkins

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Amy Harn

OFFICE SECRETARY
Kris Jones

Deadline for the February
Saintly News is January 16
Please send articles to
Rebecca Presson

The Saintly News
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Dear Friends in Christ,

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit." — Romans 15:13

Happy New Year! Have you made your New Year’s

Resolution yet? Maybe the better question is: have you already given up on
your New Year’s Resolution? I like the idea of starting a new year off with
some type of goal that helps me to be a better person either physically,
mentally, or spiritually, but unfortunately as the days go on my goal usually
gets put back onto the shelf maybe to try again next year.

However, this year I would like to practice being more hopeful - to putting
more hope and trust in God in all things and in all circumstances.

Hope is not wishful thinking—it is a confident expectation rooted in God’s
faithfulness. Paul reminds us that when we place our trust in God, He fills us
with joy and peace that circumstances cannot take away. This hope is not
meant to stay hidden; it overflows, touching the lives of those around us.
Living in hope means letting the Holy Spirit continually renew our hearts so
that we shine as beacons of encouragement in a weary world.

Here are some practical ways that we can practice being hopeful in our daily

lives:

= Daily gratitude practice: Naming blessings anchors your heart in God’s
goodness.

= Scripture meditation: Reflecting on promises like Romans 15:13
strengthens faith when doubts arise.

= Acts of encouragement: Share words of hope with others—your

overflow can inspire resilience in them.

Prayer for peace: Invite God to replace anxiety with His joy and calm.

Community fellowship: Surround yourself with believers who remind

you of God’s faithfulness.

= Service to others: Serving shifts focus from despair to purpose,
embodying hope in action.

Y

Here is a prayer that I will share with you as we practice hopefulness
together in the new year:

Lord, You are the God of hope. Fill us today with Your joy
and peace. Help us to trust You fully, so that our lives may
overflow with hope and inspire others to see Your goodness.
Amen.

- Veear Wictielle

All Saints Lutheran Church - Byron, IL 61010
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Chéck the calendar for changés i‘o tﬁé
Bible Study schedule.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study, 7:00 pm in Conference Room #310.
This Study is on hiatus until Spring. Please refer to future issues of
the Saintly News and the weekly announcements for information on
upcoming meetings.
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Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30 pm in the Fellowship

Hall. Led by Vicar Michelle Wandersee. Each week we will study
the Gospel for the following Sunday utilizing the Daily Discipleship
format.

Looking for Council Members

Congregation Council elections are just around the corner at our

annual meeting in January. We need at least three candidates to run.
Council positions will be assigned to all Council members at the

February council meeting. Nominating forms are located on the oak
table in the narthex. If you have an interest, please let Vicar
Michelle Wandersee or Council President Steve Jones know. Contact
any of the council members for more information. The Congregation
Council is a great way to sharpen and use your leadership skills. The
Congregation Council meets on the second Monday of each month at
6:00 pm. Take this opportunity to share your time and talents.
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January
Sunday
Scriptures

January 4 -Second Sunday
of Christmas

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Psalm 147:12-20

Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1:10-18

January 11 — Baptism of
our Lord

Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-43

Matthew 3:13-17

January 18 — Second
Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 40:1-11

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

January 25 - Third Sunday
after Epiphany

Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

Please Clip & Save
for your reference
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LET'S GET TOGETHER Stewar dShip Up date
The GATHERING Thanks be to God for the generous

The GATHERING will meet on Tuesday,
January 13 at 9:00am. Come join us for fun,
food, and fellowship! If you’re working on a
project, bring it along and work while we enjoy
each other’s company.

Prayer Quilt Squares

The Worship Committee, with the help of the
Confirmation Class, has put together quilt
squares featuring an attached prayer and a small
wooden cross. These will be on the table in the
narthex for visitors to take as a “Welcome to All
Saints.” If you see a visitor, please be sure to let
them know to take one. Thank you for your
help in welcoming visitors.

Worship Online In- Sunday Total
Date Viewers Person School
November | 5, 78 14 349
23
December 7 166 65 13 244
14 185 76 9 270
21 192 89 N/A 281
Total 800 308 36 1144
Average 200 77 12 286

outpouring of gifts that All Saints Lutheran
Church experienced on December 7" as we
celebrated the commitment of gifts for our
ministry for next year. As of this writing
we have received 36 Statements of Intent
totaling $139,022. This is down
approximately $10,000 from last year’s
pledges.

If you have not already done so, please join
us in celebrating our ministry and growing in
discipleship by filling out your Statement of
Intent and Time and Talent form. You are
invited to prayerfully consider how God is
calling to you to share your gifts and then
complete the Statement of Intent and Time
and Talent form with a spirit of joy and
thanksgiving for the many blessings God has
given, especially our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God for all that is happening at
All Saints! Thank you, too, for all you do in
our ministry together.

» Kay Johnson, Stewardship Chair

Giving from
\ the heart

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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Byron School District
Food Pantry

The Byron School District Food Pantry currently
sends groceries home to needy families in the
district each week. They also provide snacks for
students at Mary Morgan Elementary. At the high
school, they provide breakfast to anyone needing
it. Below is a list of all items needed.

Especially needed for the month of January is in-
stant oatmeal, Spaghettio-s, ravioli, canned pastas,
powdered milk, and complete meal boxes such as
pizza Kits, tuna helper.

Canned Vegetables Granola Bars
Canned Fruit Cereal Bars
Canned Tuna Fruit Cups

Canned Chicken Applesauce
Jelly/Jam Hamburger Helper
Peanut Butter Tuna Helper

Mac & Cheese Taco Kits
Pasta/Pasta Sauce Condiments
Crackers Instant Potatoes
Rice Boxed Potato Sides
Lipton Sides Healthy Snacks
Canned Soup Sandwich Crackers
Ramen Feminine Products
Canned Ravioli Personal Hygiene*
Spaghetti-o’s

*Personal Hygiene items include shampoo, lotion,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, soap,
deodorant, shaving cream, disposable razors.
Please place your donations in the basket by the
main entrance. Thank you for your generosity!

Book Club

Join us on Tuesday,

January 27 at 11:30 as we
discuss the book, BT LA
Mildred Budge in Cloverdale % = & \
by Daphne Simpkins. XS

A retired school teacher;
Mildred Budge just
wants to live a quiet life
in her hometown of
Cloverdale. But
retirement does not mean

she can say no to a friend--not a friend in
trouble. A disciplined woman, Mildred can
breathe the word "no" to a second cup of ice
cream. Can resist drinking too much
champagne. But when it comes right down to a
friend needing a favor, she may say no first, but
if someone really needs her—really needs her!
—she always said yes.

IN CLOVERDALE
Da phuc

Simpkins

That’s how Mildred ended up with strangers
camped out in her spare bedroom while helping
her friend Fran launch a new business at the
antique emporium.

The only real 'no' Mildred had said in recent
history was to a man who loved her. Hugh
wasn'’t the first man to pursue her. But he was
the most recent. And she had been flattered but
not interested—not in the way the widower
wanted her to be interested. Hugh didn’t give up
right away. He lodged himself near her at
church. Found her in the church kitchen after

a fellowship supper to aid in the clean-up. And
finally, her would-be lover just asked her to say
'ves' to him outright. That was the moment when
Mildred had to say a final 'no.’

Only her best friend Fran understood. Fran said

when Mildred finally felt the regretful effects of
that no, “We’re all of us such fools.”

But they aren’t fools. Mildred Budge and her
friends are just people trying to live inside the
faith released from heaven through the One who
didn’t say no.

All Saints Lutheran Church « Byron, IL 61010
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Trinity Lutheran Church’s
Share the Warmth Thank you!

The final delivery of winter gear was made on
December 15 to Trinity Lutheran Church in
Rockford. Between the months of September to
November, they have provided over 1,100 warm
coats to the homeless in the Rockford area. So
many donated afghans, blankets, sleeping bags
and other protection against the cold were also
gratefully accepted. We can all be happy that we

played a part to bring warmth to someone in need.

The donation box has been removed from the
entrance hallway, but it will reappear next year.
The need is always there! Thank you again for
your generosity.

December Council Highlights

*  Giving did not keep up with budgeted
expenses for November.

*  Stewardship Campaign has concluded. Now
tallying pledges and time and talents for 2026.

+ Advent Worship and Soup Suppers are
attended by approximately 25 people.

+ Reviewed proposed 2026 budget that will be
presented to the congregation at the Annual
Meeting in January

+ The next All Saints Blood Drive will be held
March 16, 2026.

« This is Caryn Huber’s last Congregation
Council meeting. She is retiring January 1%
and moving to Indiana. We wished her well
and God’s Blessings with many thanks for her
years of service.

In case of

Inclement
Weather

Inclement Weather Statement

If the decision is made to cancel worship services
because of weather, the decision will be made by
7:00 am. You can learn of that decision by:

* Checking our Facebook page

* Checking our website
www.AllSaintsByron.org

* Checking the weather — related closings
on channel 23 WIFR/TV Rockford.

It is our intention to have services if at all
possible. If you don’t feel safe on the roads,
please stay home and watch the service online.
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January 2026
November Financials
Actual Budget Budget

Item Description November|November|Actual YTD|{Budget YTD| Total 2025

General Fund $10,728| $16,389| $175,129| $180,279 $196,668
Mortgage $962 $1,246| $16,832 $13,710 $14,952
Other Giving $80 $4168]  $6,294 $4,584 $4,992
Total Revenue $11,770 $18,051 | $198,255 | $198,573 $216,612
Mission Support ($10,000 goal, $14,000 budget) $1,000 $1,167 | $13,564 $12,834 $14,000
Other Outreach $515 $584 | $11,859 $6,465 $7,012
Total Outreach $1,515 $1,751 | $25,423 $19,299 $21,012
Ministries of the Congregation (Non Salary) $1,497 $1,269 | $13,228 | $14,081 $15,228
Ministries of the Congregation (Salary and Benefits) $6,520 $8,483 | $72,820 $93,365 $101,796
Total Ministries $8,017 | $9,752| $86,049 | $107,446 | $117,024
Total Building (Non Capital) $3,394 $3,446 | $49,394  $37,947 $41,352
Total Expense $12,925 | 514,949 | $160,865 | $164,692 $179,388
Mortgage Principal and Interest $1,246 $1,246 | $18,470 $13,710 $14,952
Other Building Capital 50 $625 $5,440 $6,875 $7,500
Total Building Capital $1,246 | $1,871| $23910| $20,585 $22,452
Total Expenses (Capital Plus Expense) $14,172 | $16,820 | $184,775 | $185,277 $201,840

Net for Month/Year (Revenue Minus Expense)| ($2,402) $13,480
(Under)/Over Budget for Month/Year| ($2,648) ($502)

Once Upon a Manger

Enjoy the pictures from the Sunday School Christmas Program.
Special thanks to Mary and Joseph for their willingness to participate!
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(815) 234-5277 » www.AllSaintsByron.org ¢ email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org

In Our Prayers

Health & Healing
Hilda Asher

Kathy Burrows
Phyllis Coffinan
Sue Davis
Heather Green
Sandi Reid

Steve Reid

Bruce Roller
Dick Sabin
Bobbie Chisem
Rick Lundholtz
Jim Bowers
Geoft Zoellick
Lori Ludens
Randy Roberts
Sybil & Alton
Jayne Fitzsimmons
Rose Millard
Holly Stuckenberg
Paula Davis
Grace Swedberg
Suzie Geske
David Taylor
Mike Shepard
Terri Kimbell
Frank McCabe
Terry Van Laningham
Michael Brown
Pastor Bill Nelson
Laurie Molosz
Dorothy Jackson
Kit Reif

Tammy Burke
Sandy Dasenbrook
Pat Gibler

Faith Pauling
Britiany Paris
Dolly Luft

Fred Pinsky

Bud Rollins

Bob Shook

Karen Brown
Debra Olsen
Lynn Lauer

Liz Lauer-Jones
Lori Koss

Tanya

John Logan

Dee Rowland
Evan Flannery
Jayme Wilcox
Joann Lingel
Tom Johnson
Evan Flannery
Amy Starr Geyssens
Patricia Lunquist
Loren Colloton
Shut ins

Lori Pederson
Military

Staff Sgt Kyle Reif
Matt Vizer

Kaden Harper
Tyler Peterson
Christiano Sasso
Logan Usrey
Keegan Loomis
In Sympathy
Carol Houghtby
Grace Swedberg
Debra Olsen
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“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

January 3
Annual Altar Guild Meeting
Undecorate the Church

January 5
Annual report articles due

January 25
Annual Congregation Meeting

Office Hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Closed on Friday.



