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Annual Picnic - September 13
It's almost here! The All Saints Church and Neighborhood Picnic
begins Sunday, September 13, at noon on the north lawn of our church.
We will have lots of food, games, and fun for everyone!
This year we again celebrate “God’s work. Our Hands.” Sunday. This
will be an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve
and love our neighbor. Please invite your family, friends, and
neighbors to join us in this celebration of fellowship. If you have a
yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands.” t-shirt, or any other All Saints shirt
be sure to wear it! There are a limited number of yellow t-shirts available in the office for $10 if you would
like to purchase one.
If you have any questions about the picnic, please contact Dennis Cassens or Pete Raum.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
RALLY DAY IS
SEPTEMBER 13
Join us at 9:15 am for the kick off of another great
Sunday School year at All Saints! There will be
games and activities for the students and a chance to
meet the teachers. Parents can register their children
for Sunday School at the registration table during the
festivities.
As a part of Rally Day activities, students entering
3rd grade will receive Bibles during both worship
services. If you have a child older than 3rd grade
who has not received a Bible, please let the church
office know so that we will have Bibles and
dedication labels for all.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START ON
SEPTEMBER 20 for ages 3 through adults.

Sunday Worship 8:00 and 10:30 am
Whole Family Education Hour

Congregation
Potluck and
Informational
Forum
It's been a while since we have all gathered to share a
meal, so the council thought it was time! We have
scheduled a potluck dinner for October 18 at 5:30 pm
with an informational forum to follow at 6:30 pm.
What is an "informational forum" you ask? We are
basically looking for input from the congregation on a
few subjects that can and will impact the 2016
budget. Paid Youth Director? Paid Treasurer?
Additional paid staff at All Saints? You decide!
This is also an opportunity for you to bring to the
council and congregation any concerns you may have.
Please contact Kay Johnson, Council President, if you
would like to have a subject added to the agenda.
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A Note From Pastor Janet Wold
Dear Friends,

What a busy summer it’s been for Alan and me…first we
moved into our home here in Byron, then we went out to
Washington State (Mt. Vernon, to be exact) for Alan’s mom’s
memorial service. This was quickly followed by a week of
Vacation Bible School, then our vacation to New York City.
Now we begin gearing up for the fall activities both at home (since Alan is a
teacher) and at church. In this newsletter, you’ll find a brochure outlining all the
many opportunities for learning here at All Saints. As you’ll see, there are
classes for all ages, pre-kindergarten through adult. For myself, while I
appreciate and grow in my faith and knowledge of scripture from my own
personal study of the Bible, I learn so much more when learning in a group
setting. I know the phrase “Bible study” is intimidating to some folks. People
can be anxious about their perceived lack of knowledge about the Bible. No one
likes to feel like the only one who doesn’t know something in a class! Here is my
promise to you: you will NEVER be called on in any class taught here at All
Saints…vocal participation is completely voluntary. You’ll get to know some
other people from church, AND your faith and knowledge of the Bible will
increase! Together we struggle with the questions of faith and how they apply to
our daily lives…and together we’ll come up with some answers!
It’s hard to believe that this month will mark my one year anniversary of
becoming your pastor. I’m still a little rusty on some names – please forgive me
if I ask you to refresh my memory, but I can’t tell you how glad I am that you
issued a call to me and that I accepted! We love being a part of this community –
both church and town! Thank you for your warm welcome this past year.
In Christ,
Pastor Janet Wold

We are Collecting Items for Personal Care Kits
The collection of items for the personal care kits continues through September 28th in the
hallway basket. Fourteen kits have already been assembled. Any donations will be
gladly accepted as we try to help people with just the basic items when they are in need.
The finished kits will be sent to Lutheran World Relief early in October. Thank you for
helping out people in need!

Include the following items in each Personal Care Kit:
one light weight bath size towel (20” x 40” to 52” x 27”),
dark color recommended
two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand, in original
wrapping
one adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging
one sturdy comb
one metal nail clipper
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Tuesday Night Bible Study
The topic for the Tuesday night Bible Study will be: The Holy Spirit
"Understanding His work in our lives" with a Bible study book.
The book contains 9 study sessions on the Holy Spirit and the Bible study
will be 9 weeks long. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex in order to
determine the number of books to purchase. The book cost will be $8.99.
Start date will be Tuesday September 22, 2015.
First session Sept. 22: Introduction and opening question "Why Study
the Holy Spirit?"
Second session Sept 29: “The Spirit and the Bible”
1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
Any questions please contact Steve Reid or Karol Livingston.
God Bless, Steve Reid, Karol Livingston, & Pastor Janet

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study
The Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study will resume on September 9, 2015.
See more information about this Bible Study in the enclosed brochure.

Bread & Wine Providers Take Note
Thank you to who have generously offered to provide bread and/or wine
for communion. Please bring these items to church on the Friday before
the first Sunday of the month. The office is open between 9:00 am and
3:00 pm on Friday. Usually there is no one at church on Saturday, so
unless you have a key to get in, you will be unable to deliver these items.
Altar Guild members no longer have a specific time to set up for
communion, so it's just easier on all concerned if you can drop your
contribution off on Friday. Thank you!

Sunday
Scriptures
Sunday, September 6
Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
James 2:1-17
Mark 7:24-37
Sunday, September 13
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 116:1-9
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38
Sunday, September 20
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54
James 3:13 — 4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

Sunday, September 27
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16,
24-29
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

2016 Budget
The Finance Committee will be asking for budget input for 2016 from All
Saints committees starting in September. Committees will receive a letter
with a copy of the 2015 budget, current 2015 spending to date, and some
prior year financial data to review so they can assess and make their input.
We have gotten pretty good at budgeting to our needs. We do not have a
lot of fluff or extras built into our budgets. We try to be realistic in
estimating what we have spent and where we will go in the next year with
our mission and ministries. Thanks to all who support this process!
Steve Jones, Finance Chair
(815) 234-5277 • www.AllSaintsByron.org • email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org
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Library News

Stewardship News

September’s donated books
begin with four novels by
Nicholas Sparks donated by
Marlene Roberts:
 The Last Song- With 3 years of anger and
alienation from Veronica after their divorce, her
mother decides she should spend the summer
with her father. She rejects all his attempts to
reach out to her and threatens to go home until
she meets the love of her life.
 Dear John (large print)- Angry rebel, John
enlists in the army. When he meets Savannah,
they quickly fall in love. But 9/11 changes the
world and John must choose between love and
country. Savannah must decide to wait or move
on.
 The Choice (large print)- Travis enjoys his life
without emotional entanglements until Gabby
moves in next door. Even with the presence of
her longtime boyfriend, Travis has to have her in
his life. “ Boundaries are tested with the journey
of love, loss, and hope.”
 Nights in Rodanthe- Adrienne visits Rodanthe,
NC after her husband leaves her for another
woman. While tending a friend’s inn, a major
storm hits and Paul, a guest, and she turn to each
other for comfort of their wounded hearts.
 Donated by Skip Richardson is: Traveling
Light. Max Lucado uses the 23rd Psalm “to help
us release some of the burdens we were never
intended to bear.”
 The Me I Want to Be; becoming God’s best
version of you by John Ortberg- As you grow,
you will change, but you will always be
you. God planned your body and mind. He
wants to “redeem you, not exchange you.”
 New Believer’s Bible- New Living Translation of
the New Testament “helps you immediately
enjoy the many benefits of being a member of
God’s family with His gifts of joy, peace and
security.”
 Joy in Life: Your guide to Genuine Joy and True
Happiness is a daily devotional by Alex
Tumparov and donated by the Harn family.

Dear Friends in Christ,
These are exciting days at All Saints! They are days
filled with God’s blessings and gratitude. Blessings
and gratitude are the focus of the year’s stewardship
program; First, We Give of Ourselves: Giving in
Gratitude. Together we will explore the many
ways we are blessed by God, especially with God’s
grace in Christ and how our response of gratitude
moves us to be a blessing to others.

Over the next number of weeks, through Bible
Study, sermons, opportunities to acknowledge and
express gratitude, and congregational activities
expressing gratitude, we immerse ourselves in the
delight of blessing and thanksgiving. These weeks
will focus our attention to God’s gracious giving in
Christ and how gratitude for these blessings enable
us to grow in our lives as disciples and in our
sharing of blessings – to give of ourselves in
gratitude.
In the coming weeks there will be numerous
opportunities for us to learn more about “Giving in
Gratitude”! Plan to be on hand in worship and join
us as we learn about, “First, We Give of Ourselves”.
How exciting it will be to grow together in discipleship and the delight of gratitude.
In His Grace,
Doug Knodle, Stewardship Chair

College Addresses

It is that time of year when our youth are going off
to college or moving away from home. If you have a
person with a change of address, please notify the
office with that address. We would like to stay in
touch and get them the newsletter OR give us their
email address so we may send it electronically.

Calling All Women!

WELCA (Women of the ELCA) will meet on Saturday,
September 12th at 9:00 am for a potluck breakfast
meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to pass and
your ideas, comments, and compliments to share. All
women are invited and encouraged to attend. Hope to see
you there.
—Susan Davis
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Mark Your
Calendars Now for the
Fall Gatherings
The 2015 Fall Discipleship Gatherings will
focus on Church leadership and the process
that will be undertaken for the election of a
new bishop in 2016. These will be very
important and informative meetings for our
synod. Please plan to attend. We will plan to
carpool if there is enough interest to the
September 17 meeting at Shepherd of the
Valley in Rockford. We will leave at 5:45
pm. Sign up on bulletin board #2 or contact the office if you would like to be
included in this carpool. The evening will end by 8:45 pm. All Saints is in the
Central Conference and the Central Conference meeting will be held October 29 at
Immanuel in Dixon if you would prefer to attend that. Other meetings are listed for
your information and possible attendance: All gatherings begin at 6:30 pm and all
include a light supper.
Date

Congregation

Thursday, September 10

First, DeKalb

Thursday, September 17

Shepherd of the Valley, Rockford

Thursday, October 8

St. John’s, Rock Island

Thursday, October 22

Shepherd of the Hill, Lockport

Thursday, October 29

Immanuel, Dixon

Thursday, November 5

Messiah, Galva

Thursday, November 12

St. John’s, Somonauk

Thursday, November 19

Good Shepherd, Lena

Finance Report
July 2015 Expense Report
General Giving
= $13,688.50
General Expenses
= $16,106.19
Mortgage Reduction /
Capital Campaign Giving = $1,657.50
Mortgage Balance
= $253,178.11
(815) 234-5277 • www.AllSaintsByron.org • email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org

In
Our
Prayers
Health & Healing
Kathy Burrows
Heather Green
Mel Knodle
Lois Lapp
Al Olsen
Kim Sherman
Mary Dummer
Peggy Swinney
Lori Mueller
Don Hartman
Juanita Williams
Patricia Skutt
Ruth Lukawski
Jayne Fitzsimmons
Bob Ecklund
Amanda Aulwes-Ihde
Duane Burnett
April Roos
Michelle Merritt
Jay Medlar
Dean Booth
Jerry Sindt
Kirk Gorsuch
Shut-Ins
Eileen Carlson
Blanche Schroeder
Lori Pederson
Patricia Mohr
Military
David Bishop
Will Goreth
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Book Club
All Saints Book Club will resume
the fourth Monday of this month,
September 28th. We will discuss
The First Phone Call from
Heaven by Mitch Albom. Phones
start ringing in Coldwater, Michigan from loved
ones who have died. When the news spreads,
people come from around the world. One man refuses to believe it is true and sets out to prove it is a
hoax. What questions would you ask? Do you
believe?
Please join us as we discuss the book (you don’t
have to have read it) and enjoy a lively discussion,
and treats, too. If you are interested in joining, get
in touch with me, Anne Morgart, in church or by
phone, 298-0449 or anyone in the book club, and
we will see that you get the book to read. October’s
choice is Miracle in a Dry Season by Sarah Loudin
Thomas.

Quilters

The quilters plan to meet on
September 3rd from 9 to 11 a.m. at
the church. It will be an exciting month as we tie
quilts and pack them for shipping to LWR in early
October. The quilt closet is so full. We are looking
forward to learning exactly how many quilts were
made this year and then compare it to past
years. Our prayer is that people that receive these
quilts are comforted by the warmth of the love that
went into making and delivering them. Thank you
to everyone who has donated sheets and fabrics to
this cause. Please join us whenever you want to on
the first Thursday of the month.

The GATHERING The Gathering will

meet at 9:00 am on Tuesday, September 8 to wrap
the baskets for the silent auction to be held at the
Annual Picnic on September 13. Come and join
the fun!
Worship Attendance
8:00

10:30

Total

Sunday
School

August 2

65

52

117

n/a

9
16
23

53
69
61
248
62

54
54
57
217
54

107
123
118
465
116

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Total
Average

All Saints Serves Meals on Wheels in
October --Volunteer Drivers Needed
In the month of October, All Saints Church will be helping
LifeScape deliver Meals on Wheels to our special friends that
live in and around the Byron area.
Volunteers meet with the LifeScape
driver at Neighbors Rehab Center at
approximately 12:15 pm.
Volunteers are provided with the meals
and a daily roadmap as we set out on
our adventure in delivering the meals. It takes approximately
an hour to deliver an average of ten meals daily.

If anyone is interested in taking part in this worthwhile
activity and can spare an hour of their time, you can
contact Dennis Cassens at dennis.cassens@gmail.com or
815-262-0901.

There is a Place for You in the Choir!
Choir will resume practice on September 2, 2015. Choir
practice is held on Wednesday nights from 7:30 pm-8:30 pm.
We have fun singing and praising the Lord together. New
members, junior high through adult, are welcome to attend.
Occasionally we incorporate instruments with our songs. If
you play an instrument and would consider sharing your
talent with the choir, please let me know. Hope to see you
there.

August Council Highlights














Welcomed Rebecca Raum as a guest
Heard we will carpool from church to Rochelle for the
Holden Evening Prayer service at Faith Lutheran
Audrey Adams presented a recap of the ELCA Youth
Gathering event in Detroit.
Audrey discussed possibility of combining youth
groups with United Church of Byron and including
other Byron area churches in their planning.
Scheduled a potluck dinner with a brief informational
forum to follow on October 18
Reviewed the church closing schedule
Heard there will be 8 Confirmands at the Reformation
Sunday service in October
Learned schedule for the Fall Discipleship Gatherings,
the subject of which will be the Bishop Election in
2016.
Learned Blues Concert Series will continue into the
Fall beginning in October
Received Council Assignments for the Picnic
Fellowship looking into scheduling a Trunk or Treat
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Youth NEWS September 2015
2015 ELCA YOUTH GATHERING
Seven youth and two adult leaders from All Saints entered Detroit as strangers to the
thousands at the ELCA Youth Gathering, but left as friends to many after 5 days and 4
nights of bus rides, worship, games, service, long lines, and other countless activities in the interaction
center. I believe that our group grew closer together in community, closer to God, and closer to our
neighbor.
In Detroit we helped with cleaning up yards, mowing, weeding and picking up garbage to make the yards
look nice. We worshiped with over 30,000 youth and adult leaders, prayed for each other and learned
how to “Rise Up” for the peace and justice in the world today in the name of Jesus Christ.

Thank you to all of you who helped us make this trip possible! Your donations, prayers, and your love and
faith helped each of us make a difference in our lives.
ELCA Youth Gathering for 2018 will be in Houston,Texas, We already have a group that wants to go!
Septebmber 13... 4:00 to 5:00 (after picnic cleanup) Youth meeting for all 6th - 12th graders.

September 27th...6-12th grade Youth Kick Off
6-8 pm at United Church of Byron
We will be having a large Nerf Night and lots
of food. Come and enjoy a fun filled night with other youth.
We are joining with the United Church of Byron. We will meet Sundays from 6 to 8. The schedule is:
Movie night (ASLC 1st Sunday), Game night (UCB 2nd Sunday), Dance night (ASLC 3rd Sunday) , Music/Open
Mic night (UCB 4th Sunday). Big events will occasionally substitute for one of the other theme nights. All nights
will have a short devotion time or mission project.
We are working with the United Church of Byron (UCB) to offer an AFTER SCHOOL MUSIC/ARTS DAY.
Kindergarten through 5th grades will meet on the 2nd Wed. of each month at UCB after school until 6:00 pm for
music, crafts, and snack. Watch for details.

Just remember, you can always bring your friends!!
Our Mission statement: Seeking God, Serving Others & Having Fun!

Audrey Adams, All Saints Youth Leader

Students Taking Action Together In Christ
(815) 234-5277 • www.AllSaintsByron.org • email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org
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Sunday School Meeting
Sunday School staff for 2015/16 will meet on
Sunday, August 30 at 9:15 in the area to the back of
Fellowship Hall. We will go over things for the
upcoming educational year and make plans for a
super Rally Day!

Praise Team
Praise Team will have a planning meeting on
Sunday, August 30 at 9:15 in the sanctuary
for all interested in participating. Come join
us! We need to make plans for Rally Day.
Contact Dan Danielowski with any questions
at 815-978-7297.

August 30
Sunday School Staff Meeting
August 30
Praise Team Planning Meeting
September 2
Choir Rehearsal Resumes
September 12
WELCA Quarterly Breakfast meeting
September 13
Rally Day
September 13
All Saints Annual Picnic
September 17
Discipleship Gathering in Rockford
October 4
Blues Concert Series continues with the
Saltines performing
October 18
Potluck and Informational Forum

Office Hours - Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, and Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

