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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING.

See back page for details

CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCING EVENT
Kishwaukee College, Malta, IL
Saturday, March 8, 2014
The 2014 Congregational Resourcing Event (CRE), sponsored by the Northern Illinois Synod, is one of our synod’s
finest yearly events. Church Council members, teachers, musicians, staff, volunteers, and all leaders are invited to take
advantage of this learning event to strengthen skills, gather resources, network with others, and discover new ways to
enhance congregational and individual ministries.
This year’s keynote speaker is Nathan Dungan, CEO of Share, Save, Spend. He will speak on “Money, Meaning &
Faith: Financial Leadership in Communities of Faith.”
If you’ve never attended a CRE, you’ve got to give it a try. There’s something for everyone! It’s a terrific event that
has been called the best of its kind in the entire ELCA. The event includes many workshops to help you and our
congregation to share the Good News. If you are interested in attending and/or carpooling, please sign up on bulletin
board #2. Registration brochures will be available sometime in February, and you will be able to choose the
workshops you would like to attend at that time. The event begins at 8:30 am, includes lunch and ends around 3 pm.
Deadline to sign up for the event is Sunday, February 23. Cost of the registration will be covered by All Saints for all
those who sign up by the deadline.

Thank You Marlene!
Marlene Roberts has served as Parish Coordinator at All Saints for the past six years. In this role,
Marlene was often the first person who would greet you when you entered the doors of the church or the last
person to say goodbye to you as you left for home. Between the greetings and goodbyes, she fulfilled a
whole host of other responsibilities around the church. During most of the time she served at
All Saints, Marlene kept regular office hours during the week. However, in 2013, she became solely the Sunday
morning parish coordinator. As such, it was her responsibility to extend hospitality to all who entered the doors of
All Saints and to ensure that all volunteer positions were filled for the day. She did a marvelous job with both!
At its December meeting, the Church Council decided (for budgetary reasons) to eliminate the parish coordinator position from the
budget, effective December 31, 2013. Therefore, Marlene is no longer serving in this official role at All Saints. I hope
you will join me in saying “thanks” to Marlene for the years of faithful service she gave to All Saints. “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:21)
Pastor Marilyn Hanson

Ash Wednesday Worship

March 5
5:30 pm to 6:30 pm - Pancake Supper served by the Youth
(fund raiser for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering)

7:00 pm - Worship with imposition of ashes and communion
Sunday Worship 8:00 and 10:30 am
Whole Family Education Hour

Responding to the Gospel
to carry out God’s mission
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The Saintly News

Dear friends in Christ,
“Behold, I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19).

T

hese amazing words of the prophet Isaiah must have filled the Israelites who first
heard them with great hope as they struggled with the difficult times and
circumstances in which they lived. Now, many centuries later, they still speak a
fresh word to us of hope and promise for a bright future. As we embark on a new year of
ministry here at All Saints, I wonder, what “new thing” is God about to do here?
We have just concluded a wonderful year of ministry. I’ve been privileged to be with
you for at least a couple of months. I’m thankful to God for each of you who has given
of your time, treasures and talents for the work of God in this place. If you haven’t seen
an Annual Report, I invite you to stop by the table in the narthex and pick one up. Spend
some time reading the reports of all that has been accomplished this past year. Read of
the work of our committees and the people who have benefited from their ministries.
Celebrate with me the generosity of our people as you review the financial pages in the
report. Celebrate with me all the amazing programs God has allowed to happen through
our dedicated volunteers. Celebrate with me the fine lay leadership that has supported
and undergirded the staff in their work. Celebrate with me those who have joined our
church family this past year through baptism, affirmation of faith or letter of
transfer. Each one has brought special and unique gifts that will strengthen our ministry
here. God has indeed blessed us!
A new year lies before us! This year, as every year does, will bring changes our
way. There will most likely be a change in pastoral leadership. We will be electing a
new Church Council at our Annual Meeting. We are making plans for training Eucharistic ministers to take Holy Communion to our shut-ins. We have talked about
increasing our use of technology to enhance our worship. We have even dreamed of one
day expanding our church facility to better accommodate our growing and changing
ministry needs.
One of our immediate needs right now is to add some additional members to our
standing committees. It would be great to be able to have at least 2-3 new members on
each of our committees: Christian Education, Finance, Outreach, Property, Social
Ministry, Stewardship, Worship and Youth & Family Ministry. If you would be willing
to offer your gifts by serving on one of these committees, please give me a call (815-2345277) or e-mail me at: pastor@allsaintsbyron.org. I will tell you the specifics of each
committee’s work. This could be a great opportunity for you to get started on “a new
thing” and get involved in our exciting ministry!
Come … help us do “a new thing” here at All Saints!

Pastor Marilyn Hanson

Soup and Lenten Worship
Five Wednesdays in Lent
6 pm Soup and Bread Supper
(March 12 to April 9)
7 pm Midweek Lenten Worship
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Call Committee Update
The Call Committee held its first meeting on Tues., Jan. 7th. Pastor
Christine Stienstra, Assistant to the Bishop, was with us to talk about the call process.
Mike Reibel was unanimously elected the committee chairman. Discussion included
the Northern Illinois Synod call process, the role of Call Committee members and our
flexible time line based on the needs of the church. Input from the congregation will
be requested as the Call Committee moves into the stage of creating a church site
profile over the next several weeks.
The Call Committee met again on January 16th to begin compiling the Ministry Site
Profile. This included examining All Saints and Byron community demographics and
discussing current trends, goals, and programs within the congregation. The
committee evaluated the leadership style, programming strengths, and theological
perspectives of the church. Starting at the congregational meeting on January 26 th,
congregational support will be requested in the form of a survey in order to establish
the most accurate congregation profile. This survey will cover “top ministry tasks”
and “desired skills for ministry” as two of the critical elements of the Ministry Site
Profile. We request the forms to be returned to the appropriate box in the narthex by
Sunday, February 9th.
Please keep the following Call Committee members in your prayers as they continue
their work: George Davis*, Kay Johnson, Rachel Niederer, Cortni Rahn, Troy Rahn,
Mike Reibel, and Marlene Roberts. *George Davis was appointed by the Church
Council to replace Steve Jones.
Rachel Niederer, Recorder

OFFERING ENVELOPES
As you know, the General Fund and Facilities Fund have been
consolidated into one account. The 2014 offering envelopes
reflect this change, and also combine the Capital Campaign and
Mortgage Reduction funds on one line. It would be helpful to the
offering counters if you would please circle which mortgage account you would like
your offering applied. If you use the "Other" line on the offering envelopes, please
write on the line where you would like those finds applied (i.e. NI Synod
benevolence, LOMC, Youth Group and so forth). This will assure the gifts you are
giving to All Saints will go to the funds you intended. Thank you for your help!

Calling all Knitters and Crocheters
Do you knit or crochet? Are you looking for a new project? A need
has been discovered for lap robes, prayer shawls and hats for patients
undergoing treatment at the new SwedishAmerican Regional Cancer Center.
Yarn is available, separated by color, located downstairs in the Archives. Ask at the
office to have the door opened. Take what you need. A basket is available next to the
library cart in the Narthex to receive completed items. Questions or instructions can
be directed to Gloria Olsen at 815-335-2444.

(815) 234-5277 • www.AllSaintsByron.org • email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org

Scripture
Texts
Feb 2
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12
Feb 2
Isaiah 58:1-9a
Psalm 112:1-9
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]
Matthew 5:13-20
Feb 16
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37
Feb 23
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

Tuesday Night
Bible Study
All are welcome to attend as often
as you are able. We will use the
Gospel lessons for Sunday as our
study material from the site www.
ELCA.org. (Please use the South
entrance.)
Feb 4
Discipleship: Following the One
Who Commissions
Text: Matthew 5:13-20
Feb 11
Discipleship: Following the Spirit
of the Law
Text: Matthew 5:21-37
Feb 18
Discipleship: Following the
Teacher of Love
Text: Matthew 5:38-48
Feb 25
Discipleship: Following God’s
Beloved
Text: Matthew 17:1-9

The Saintly
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1st Communion Classes
It has been the tradition here at All Saints to offer First
Communion instruction to 4th graders and to have them take
their First Communion on Maundy Thursday. In order to
prepare students for this important day in their life,
Pastor Marilyn will be offering two communion classes for
both parents and students to attend together. Please let
Pastor Marilyn know if your son or daughter is ready for
these classes. Look for details in the March Saintly News.

Church Closure Weather Related

On December 22nd 2013, for the first time in 35 years,
All Saints church services were cancelled due to the severe
weather.
Early that morning I was in contact with various council
members and discussed the weather conditions at hand.
During the late evening hours into the morning a significant
amount of snow fall had occurred causing dangerous driving conditions. I spoke with Reuben Johnson who was at
the church clearing the walks in preparation for church
services. Reuben indicated the parking lot had been plowed
but due to the heavy snow the parking was a problem.
I contacted Pastor Marilyn by phone and determined she
was on her way but travel was very slow. Pastor mentioned
the roads were becoming snow covered and visibility was
very poor. After weighing all the factors and in the interest
of the safety of our congregation and Pastor Marilyn, I told
the pastor to turn around and return home, and I made the
decision to cancel church services for the day.
I apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused any
of our congregation. If I am faced with a similar situation, I
would make the same call. If anyone would like to discuss
this situation with me please feel free to contact me.
God Bless,
Jim Wilcox, Council President

Altar Guild
The annual Altar Guild meeting was held on Saturday,
January 4, 2014 with 9 members in attendance. During
this meeting, new officers and committee heads were
elected. They are: Kay Johnson, President; Lynn
Knodle, Vice President/Sunshine Committee chair;
Bridget Reibel, Secretary; Jo Marie Branson, Treasurer;
Lois Lapp, Paraments; Betty Klink, Baptismal Banners;
and Barb Kinner, Vestments. We decided all Altar
Guild members should be a part of the special flower
arranging committee.
NOTE: If you are scheduled to handle Altar Guild
duties, please contact the office the week before your
scheduled duties begin to set up a meeting with
Pastor Marilyn. Pastor is not in the office on Saturdays, so the monthly planning meeting will need to be
set up during the week.
We are looking forward to an exciting 2014 with the
anticipation of the addition of Eucharistic Ministers
delivering communion to shut-ins.
If you are interested in joining Altar Guild, please
contact Kay Johnson or any Altar Guild member for
more information.

December Finance Report
General / Facilities Giving

$ 18,286.08

General / Facilities Expenses

$ 18,898.26

Mortgage Reduction /
Capital Campaign Giving
Mortgage Balance

To keep informed of weather related
closings, “LIKE” us on Facebook and/or
check the home page of
www.AllSaintsByron.org.

$3,240.00
$ 262,900.98

2013 4th Quarter Financial Report
General Checking

$ 3839.62

Outreach Committee

Facilities Maintenance

$ 1248.76

The Outreach Committee will meet quarterly in 2014
beginning in March. The committee is in need of people
who have fresh ideas for outreach to our community. If
you are interested in joining this committee, or have an idea
how All Saints can be more welcoming, please contact Kay
Johnson for more information.

General Savings

$ 6097.61

Capital Reserve

$ 1650.80

Mission Endowment Fund

Rummage Sale
Go ahead, clean out those closets! Box up what you can no longer use and donate to the WELCA
Rummage Sale. The sale will be held in April. Look for details in next month’s newsletter.
All Saints Lutheran Church • Byron, IL
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January Council Meeting Highlights



















Welcomed Pete Raum & George Davis and heard their
concerns regarding council members serving on the Call
Committee. Suggested amending our Constitution with
regard to the Call Committee election process in the future.
Gave approval for the youth to host a pancake supper on
Ash Wednesday as a fund-raiser for the 2015 ELCA Youth
Gathering.
Approved canceling our current contract with Integrys
(fixed pricing) and signing a contract with Nicor Gas
(variable pricing) instead.
Heard that the ELCA Good Gifts offerings in December
were $378.75 and that the children have selected the
animals they would like to order.
Received 78 pledges in this year’s stewardship campaign, a
decrease by three from last year but an increase in pledged
amount.
Heard that pipes froze in the recent sub-zero temperatures
and authorized the purchase (up to $400) for a condensation pump.
Approved renewing our current Xerox contract for another
year.
Set the agenda for the Annual Meeting scheduled for Sunday
evening, January 26.
Nominated two members to serve on the Mission Endowment
Fund Committee, which will be voted on by the congregation at its
Annual Meeting – Michael Schlagel & Lavonne Berkeley.
Approved asking Mary Jo Cassens & Lavonne Berkeley to
serve on the Audit Committee.
Elected George Davis to serve on the Call Committee (to
replace Steve Jones).

Worship Attendance
8:00

10:30

Total

Sunday School

5

56

58

114

40

12

62

65

127

48

19

62

66

128

43

26

60

54

114

46

240

243

483

177

60

61

121

44

January

Total
Average

YouthNews
<><

<><

February 2014
<><

<><

<><

<><

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make
his face to shine upon us. Psalms 67:1
Delivery for Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits is Tuesday,
February 4th. Pick up your orders between 3-5 pm at
church. Thanks to all who supported this fundraiser.
Enjoy your pizza!
February 2nd ….Souper Bowl of Caring. Let’s begin the
Souper Bowl of caring with a simple prayer: “Lord, as
we enjoy the Super Bowl football game help us to be
mindful of those without even a bowl of soup to eat.”
We will again hold 2 large soup pots at the doors of
the sanctuary for you to vote for your favorite team.
Please help up raise money for People Helping People.
Thank you for your donations. Help is needed to
organize this event because I will not be here. Please
let me know if you can help.
Youth Nite...February 9th for all ages 5-7 pm at
church. We will hang out and enjoy some games. Also
there is confirmation make up that night. Snacks will
be available.
February 23rd …ELCA Youth Gathering Meeting…7th
-12th grade and parents, 4-6 pm at church. There will
be an informational meeting and lots of pictures
shown of the last ELCA Youth Gathering. Please come
and enjoy a snack and listen to our youth talk about
our trip. We will not be doing a Youth Quake/Zone
weekend next year because we want all youth to go to
the 2015 gathering in Detroit, MI. It’s an awesome
event.
March 9th ……Youth Nite/Movie Night
All age youth will meet together for snack and movie.
We will meet at church 5–7pm. I do need an Adult to
help with Jr. High youth. Thanks!

(815) 234-5277 • www.AllSaintsByron.org • email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org
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Winter Jam 2014 Tour Spectacular
Winter Jam is an incredible evening of live concerts
by 10 top artists in Christian music plus worship and
ministry. Admission is only $10 per person at the
door only! Event will be held at the Sears Center
Arena in Hoffman Estates, IL. Doors open at 5:00 pm
Saturday, March 29, 2014. We will meet at church
and car pool to the event. Come one, come all. Everyone is
invited to come. Please sign up on youth board.
April 5th …Our 7th Annual Spaghetti Dinner will
be held at church from 5:007:00 pm. Please come and eat,
mingle with folks and support
our youth group. Thanks!
I am looking for some youth to make the dinner.
See youth board to sign up.
..… Family Fun Night Date TBD
Get your families together and let’s have a Family
bowling night. Bring your families and let’s have
some fun. We will meet at church at 4:30 pm, and
then go to the Towne & Country Bowling Alley to be
there at 5:00 pm. Please bring $7 for 2 games and
rental of shoes, extra monies for snacks.

Audrey Adams,
All Saints Youth Leader
Students Taking Action Together In Christ

S.T.A.T.I.C.

SAVE THE DATE
Help to keep the church presentable
and welcoming and have some fun
with others in our church family.
The annual spring clean-up day at
church will be on April 26th. Look
for more information in the next
newsletter

WELCA
Upcoming WELCA events:
WELCA meeting – Tue, April 22, 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Spring Luncheon – Sat, May 3, 12:00 noon

Book Club

Book club will meet Monday, Feb. 24th at 1:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall at church. Join us to
discuss the book Summer Island by
Kristin Hannah.
Years ago, Nora Bridge walked out on
her marriage and left her daughters
behind. Now she is a famous talk show host. Her daughter
Ruby is a struggling comedienne. The two haven’t spoken
in more than a decade. Then a scandal from Nora’s past is
exposed, and Ruby is offered a fortune to write a tell-all
about her mother. Reluctantly, she returns to the family
house on Summer Island, a home filled with frayed
memories of joy and heartache. Confronting a past that
includes a never-forgotten love, a sick best friend, and a
mother who has harbored terrible family secrets, Ruby
finally begins to understand the complex ties that bind a
mother and daughter—and the healing that comes with
forgiveness.

Quilters

Confirmation Schedule
Sun, Feb 2 - The Life of Jesus –
The Last Commandment
Wed, Feb 5 - Old Testament –
Of Tents and Kings
Sun, Feb 9 - The Life of Jesus –
The Passion
Wed, Feb 12 - Leader and Guide Huddle
Sun, Feb 16 - The Life of Jesus –
The Resurrection
Wed, Feb 19 - Old Testament –
The Psalms
Sun, Feb 23 - The Life of Jesus –
The Great Commission
Wed, Feb 26 - Family Date Night

The quilters plan to meet February 6th and 20th from
9 to 11 am at the church. Work continues on the
comforters for people in need. We are
excited about also making lap robes for the
patients at the Swedish American Regional
Cancer Center in Rockford. Waiting for
appointments and during them can be a
chilly situation and hopefully a lap robe
will help patients be more comfortable.
Work morning attendance for the quilters continues to be
about fourteen ladies. The container near the library cart
in the hallway is for donations of sheets and fabric. Thank
you in advance for helping us in this way. Please join us
whenever you can as there is always work to be done.

All Saints Lutheran Church • Byron, IL
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Families in Faith
Families in Faith was conceived to aid in the relationship building between generations
and families within our congregation. Families in Faith had four events from April to
December but will be suspending their activities until further notice.

Newsletter Team Welcome
Welcome to Yvonne Anaya who is joining the newsletter team! She is looking
forward to becoming more involved in the work of the newsletter. Articles for
the March newsletter should be sent to Yvonne at yward1973@yahoo.com by
February 15. If there are others who would also like to help, please let Pastor
Marilyn Hanson, Kay Johnson, Carolyn Niederer or Yvonne know.

Music, Music, Music
The St. Olaf Band from Northfield, MN, dubbed “one of America’s
preeminent bands” by The New Yorker, will perform in DeKalb as part of
its 2014 national tour. The concert will take place on Fri, Feb. 7, at 7:00 pm at DeKalb
High School. The concert is free for all students, $10 for adults/seniors and group rates
(10+) are available. Tickets are available on the night of the concert, in advance at
stolaftickets.com or by calling 1-800-363-5487. They will also perform on Sunday, Feb.
2, at 2:00 pm in the Bettendorf High School Performing Arts Center in Bettendorf, Iowa.
Watch a video and listen to audio of the St. Olaf Band and learn more about the
ensemble, current members and conductor at www.stolaf.edu/stolaf-band.
The Augustana Choir from Augustana College, Rock Island, IL will be touring the
Midwest in February. They will perform at First Lutheran Church, 225 S 3rd Street,
Rockford on Mon, Feb. 24, at 7:30 pm. Admission is free, but a freewill offering will be
accepted.
The National Lutheran Choir will perform on Thurs, Feb. 27th, at the Historic Dixon
Theater. The concert begins at 7 pm. Tickets ($20.00 each) are available by calling
Roberta at 815-677-6696. The choir is hosted by the Sauk Valley Community Concert
Association.

The Gathering
The next meeting of "The Gathering" will be February 11 at 9 am. All
are invited and refreshments will be provided by Sharon Provencher.

Library
These books donated by Audrey Adams come from the library of

Marilyn Williams:
 Journey to Freedom, from painful timidity into a full life of peace
and wholeness is by Johnel Carper Fox who lives in Rockford.
 I’ve Got to Talk to Somebody, God, A Woman’s Conversations
with God, by Marjorie Holms is a book of beautiful prayers for all occasions.
 The Christ of the Gospels The life and work of Jesus as told by Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John is one complete story in the language of today by William F. Beck.
 Women’s Devotional New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs is a collection of
daily devotions from Godly women.
 The Contemporary English Version of the Holy Bible
 The Lutheran Study Bible
 Israel’s Law and the Church’s Faith, Paul and His Recent Interpreters, by Stephen
Westerholm
 Communion with God by Neale Donald Walsch
(815) 234-5277 • www.AllSaintsByron.org • email: Office@AllSaintsByron.org
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FEBRUARY 2nd, 2014
Tackle Hunger with
Souper Bowl of Caring!
Everyone can make a difference!
Help us take care of our neighbors in need.
Our collection will take place at:
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
after both worship service on February 2nd
Money collected goes to People Helping People
(our local food pantry)
“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,
Help us to be mindful of those without
even a bowl of soup to eat.”

Office Hours - Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, and Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

